RS cw | SA ——_—_ IC ——_ 


203222020353, 
INTERESTE 


DEPOSE D, = 
AND oa 

> 
TRUTH 
RESTORED. I 
ON, 

el Ward in Seaſon, delivered is Two > 
SERMONS: 4 


The Firſt at St. MARY ES in OXFORD, - 


' On the 24th of July, 1559, being the time of 
the eAſſtzes: as alſo of the Fears and Groans of 
the Nation in the threatned, and expe&ed b- 
Ruin of the Laws, Miniſtery , 
and Umverſityes, 


Whe other Preached lately before the Honourable 
Soctetie of LINMCOLNS-INN, 


J B Y 
1 RO3ERT SOUTH, Mr, DAR and Student 


of CHRISTCHURCH. 
OXFORD, 


Fri Finted by 4.8 L.Lichfield, Printers to the Uni- 
'*m tans be Tho.Robinſon, 1660. 


Abad POEPSEOP OS 


op — T2» ww” ——— ————C—_——_+ Ae <> eo od II "FY 


_ "IE A. og 8 > 
b A  _—_— as. 


AnEE: LN 


— 


| 
| 
[ 
| 
1 


* 

NE ee AE ee En CE SE Sees ee —— : Hons nn n=Sr= trY fa 7 OT ORR IO 

Y *x-42) —_——_— 7 vc eee ARe ro — — _ _— — — «Ez 
AD —_—_— _ ry —— Ow ___ 


-—-— " __ Cones 


, 
a. - —_ a 
CEN boy; YA CC Ie BG 


TO THE 
RIGHT WORSHIPFULL 


IDWARD ATKINS, 


Þ Scrjeant at Law , 'and formerly one of the 
F Juſticesof theCOMMON-PLEAS. 


ed Sir , 
$$S7 Hough at firſt it was free, and in my choice , 
ds (1 whether or no I ſhould publiſh theſe Diſs 
FF! courſes, yet the Publication being once Ree 
M55! folved,, the Dedication was not ſo indiffe- 
"WN£845 rent; the Nature of the Subje&, no leſs than 
| the Obligations of the Author , ſtyling them 
BY: peculiar manner Yours: For-fince their drift is 
 Þecarry the moſt Endangered, and Endangering Truth, 
"Wore the Safeſt, when finfull, Intereſt 3 as a Pratice upon 
nds of Reaſon the moſt Generous, and of Chriſtia» 
Wy the moſt Religions 5 to whom rather ſhould this Aſ- 
- 1*Wtion repaire as toa Patron, than to Him whom it has 
FW: foſtance? Who in a caſe of eminent Competition 
"Wooſe Duty before Intereſt , and when the Judge grew 
conſiſtent with the Juſtice , preferred rather to be Con- 
Wt toſure Principles, than to an Ulnconſtant Govern= 
at : And to retreat to an Innocent , and Honourable 
May, than to fit and A@ inquity by a Law 3 and make 
| | Az your 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


your Age and Conſcience, (the one Venerable thank 
ther Sacred) Drudges to the. Tyranny of 4) 
tick, Perjured Uſurpers. The next attempt of j-Ral 


Diſcourſe, is a Defence of the Micſtery, and that'y {6 by 

b | 4a time when none owned them upon the Bench (ff 

M1 | you had quitted it ) but when on the contrary we h 

\ ( to hear One in the very face of the Untyerlity, asit 
lM! in defiance of us and our Profeſſion, openly in his Gul, 
Fl f lj, defend the Quakers and Fanaticks, perſons not fry zof 

| nam'd in ſuch Courts, but in an Indictment. But, $,Krerer 


the Inſtruftions I here preſumed to give to others, co 
ning what they ſhould doe, you may take a Narratie 
what you have done : what reſpe@ted their Adions 
Rule or Admonition, applyed to yours is onely aRehallh 
ſall. Whoſe Zealin aſſerting the Miniſteriall Cul 
ſo generally known, ſo gratefully acknowledged, th 
dare affirme, that in what deliver , you read theWalline 

indeed of One, but the Thanks of All. VVhichafilsGui 
nate Concernment of yours for them , ſeems toamlfm 
Spirituall ſence, and Experimentall Taſt of their VV 
and that you have reaped as much from thei Labownfali 
as others have done from theirLands:For to me it leendfhn 
alwaies ſtrange, and next to Impoſlible , that a manallf 
verted by the Word Preached , ſhould ever hate andyWhyi 
ſecute a Preacher, And fince you have ſeverallting 
diſcourſe declared your ſelf for that GovernmentiniWyes i 
Church, that is founded upon Scripture , Reaſon, liWhine 
ſtolicall PraQice and Antiquity, and (we are ſure) tleallthis 
ly one that can confiſt with the Prefent Governmaiihy 
State, I thought the Jatter Diſcourſe alſo might by 
dreile it ſelfeto you, in the which you may readj 
Judgement, as in the other your Practice. And nowlnlif 
it has pleaſed Providence,at length to turn our Capi 
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| thikaufrer perſecuted Patience with the unexpetted re- 
of Fallfmeof Settlement 3 to remove ourRulers, and reſtore 
t of ÞvRaler; and not onely to make our Exa@Gors rich!eonſ- 
at {KG but, what is better, to give us Righteouſneſle inſtead 
(fr Fration, and hopes of Religion to a Church worried 
we InflubReformationz I believe upon due and impartiall 
2$itwlladexion on what is Paſt , you now find no cauſe to Re- 
is Chaiffr, that you never dipt your hands inthe Bloody High 
t fittolffrtr of Juſtice, properly ſo called onely by Antiphraſis 3 
It, Shrever proſtituted the Scarlet Robe to thoſe Employ- 
s, connfffeats, in which you muſt have worne the Colour of your 
rratheGnein the Badge of your Office, But notwithſtanding 
tons the Enticements of a Proſperous Villany, abhorred the 
3 Rebeſirchaſe, when the Price was Blood, So that now being 
| Cubhrledged by an happy Unconcernment in thoſe Legall 
d, ſfizders,you may take a ſweeter reliſh of your own Inno- 
ice, by beholding the miſery of others Guilt, who be- 
b aſlcliſhp Guilty before God, and infamous before men, Obno- 
ruffles to Both, begin to find the firſtfruit of their finne in 
oe oiverſal ſcorn of all , their apparent Danger, and 
Inffaikely Remedy : which beginnings being at length 
it kenlaſummated by the hand of Juſtice, the cry of Blood and 
Wecnledge will ceaſe, mens doubts will be Satisfied , and 
ndForidence Abſolved. 
wy Andthus, Sir , having preſumed to honour my firſt Ef- 
Vives in Divinity, by prefixing to them a Name, to which 
AWnines are ſo much obliged, I ſhould here in the cloſe 
) ten this Addrefſe, contribute a Wiſh at leaſt to your Hap 
romen@yeſſe : But fince we deſire it not yet in another V Vorld, 
fihy dyour Enjoyments in this (according to the Standard 
cad aChriſtian defire) are ſocomplear , that they require 
now Addition , T ſhall turn my V Viſhes into Gratulations , 
poogndcorpratulating their Fulneſſe, onely wiſh their Con - 
"7 = | tinvance.. 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 3 
tinvarce : Praying, that you may ſtil] poſleſſe, wi : 
poſleſle; and Loe what you Doe 3 that is, refi&y 
clear, unblotted , acquitting Conſcience, andre, 
the incffable Comforts of the Memoriall of a Concy 
T<njptation5 without the danger of returning tothe 


all. And this (S1r ) I account the greateſt Felicity thy | | 
can enjoy , and therefore the greateſt that hecnaMl - 
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A Preface to the Reader, 


Pat being _ to my ſelf of having in Diſcourſe 
ſo often condemmed the Scribling of the preſent Age , 1 
ſtould get now own it by my Praiſe 5 eſpecially in that 
no Mriting in which ſeverall have gone before me, whom 
im glory to come behind, T find a Neceſſity of beſpeaking 
Retders acceptance with Excuſe , which yet T truſt I ſhall 
a manage ſo , as to make it ozely matter for another , but 
Bfent him with Reaſor,as well as Apology. And firſt for the 
Wilcation of theſe two Diſcourſes , the one Preached in the 
Bo: of ourFeares, the other of our Hopes, and now both 
) anine forth in the beginning of our Fruition, T7 ſhall 
Me their having paſſed the Teſt and Approbation of two 
_ Wihemoſt Judicions and Learned Auditories in the Nation, 
feng that was rather for the ſeaſonableneſſe of the 
4 hes any Elegance of the Compoſure, and more forthe 
Wnbire than the Performance 2 Tet from whatſoever cauſe it 
Bo, 1/4] not vouch it as a reaſon of the Publication, ſince 
le [ame perſorrs may applaud the ſame thing from the Pule 

that they ſball afterwards bifſe coming from the Preſſes as 
Br eff inſtanced in the Forlorne Works of ſome Vnfor= 
e Divines : But much leſſe was it the inſolent,imprudent 
 Wiof appearing i Publick, that induced me to this, as be- 
_ Ht confident that theſe Diſcourſes had more Hearers thar 
Wt) ere like to finde Readers ; ri that my preſent attempt 


rn, 


Bo be rather termed an Edition than a Publication. But 
= if of all ha T plead the importunity of Freinds , that ſtale 40S 
Petence for publiſhing ſo 1many ſtribles 5 ſuch as being by - \WWEF 

wb importunity broug ht to the Preſr,need a greater to brinz © mit 


them 


To the Reader, | 
them to peruſal, But becauſe a ſordid , complyingsyiind 
been often charged upon the Univerſity , and('weml a 
feſſe ) aſpice of it has appeared in many amongſt w, i 
have fouled, as well as diſturbed theſe Fountains; T thn 
good to let our DetraFors underſtand , that inthe unk 
of SeFarian Barbariſme, when the profeſſed Enemies o Wi 
Church were the only Favourites of the State, and (tw 
rillars of it, the Vniverſities and Miniſters were falingtſ# 
has been ſome, who durſt aſſert @ Trath , though to theniſi(f9"® 
danger of their preſent Enjoyments , and the utter extini 
of their future Hopes ; and for ſo deſperate a ſervice thuſn® 
inconſiderable perſon was the fitteſt,whoſe ſucceſſe would lf 
equally been an advantage,and whoſe ruin noloſſe. Naf® 
T deny but that Twas deſtrons to clear my ſelf fromthe miſs. 
ſerved ſurmiſes, that ſome (whoſe good eiteem 1 have caliſt** 
value) have hadof mes as if the injurious favours of 10," 
had not onely courted, but wonne me to 4 ſervile compu s 
which I alwajes abherred : Ent ſuch was my fate, thaj*f" 
while they were in Power injured me by Perſecution, wonlges” 
clining, by their Favour, The Vindication aloof 
things here delivered was no ſmall inducement toa wh ok 
tion: For notwithſtanding the forementioned acceptantnge”. 
Diſcourſes found, yet the former was attached by ſome); 
Reprehemnders, who according to the Canting Diale.qfW2 
lingford-houſe ( which forty years agoe would not bane, 
underitood, neither will it forty years hence ) charged i 
fu lof much Wrath and Darkneſs 3 but it [cems it mui. 
darkyefe as the tyrannizing Eg yptians began toieee; ty - 
T an ſure no more Wrath then was deſerved , and ll: 
very well beflowed, However, Providence has encome 
to ſee the Light, while ſome of its Reprehbenders it 10. | 
wefſe. Tet ſence by Warrant from the Spirit it Jelf, "Wy. 
be angry, and finne not, the ſharpreſſe of a Reprebt9f"p- 
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| To theReader. 


M ledto the Nature of the thing that merits, not to 
900 enki him that rt it, i fence it has pleaſed 
mf 'F lto wfoackle men from Engagements, Vifetations, and the 
7 thao we of Uſurpers, 71 36 not to be expeFed, that Perjury, Blood, 

Þ..1 Sucriledge, car be any longer Goſpellized into Ads of 


v9 , or high ſtrains of Evangelicall PerfeFion, becauſe in- 


Fibed they goe much beyond the Command. Tet that Perſon, + 


. i We late Oppreſſor of this Nation, and the known Father of 
colon Yi in whom thoſe thoſe three Perfetions eminentw 

. i concurred, dud who, we confeſſe, is glanced npon in 
What folows, even him T have heard commended, as one, who 
 Sotwithf ending thoſe forementioned Infirmities ( ſo called, 
 Wenceive, becauſe they were the matter of his dayly Teauptati- 
ow) jet a5 to the main was truly piows, and to uſe his Encomi- 


fr very expreſſion,had great Communion with God. 1 ſups 
Whoſe in Nofo 


me ſence,t hat the Faithful, Innocent,and Devout, ' 


"Wold Communion with the Devil, Wherefore if by. Wrath 

' War meent 4 Free (though at that time Dangerow ) Animad- 

1 = ſuch Spots of Chriſtianity *, We own the Charge , 

of (pdreadily confeſſe, that the enſuing Diſcourſe was not Cal- 
lated for the ſoothing of Galled Conſciences , but really in- 
eaded to Gall them more 3, and profeſſedly deſigned to reprove 
wrice, Oppreſſon, Piows Fraudes , Blaſphenties,and Perjn- 
Ae, Pcs not heretofore known of holding Communion 
Linh God, 4nd as for Perſonall Reflexions , I know none 
di” ſpoken, but made ſuch by being Applyed: And if (ome 
- oa aeato Application before I did, and from their Conſci« 
er "eſe inferred their Concernment, the Over-ruling ſentence 
py” | te Reproofs, I a7 not he that either can , or would Abſolve 
08 2m: For, as I have often ſaid , either they are not Guilty , 
weed wand 1 7 are not concerned in them, or Guilty , and ſo het 
: | 


ud 
wy 0 


(a) I 


Il « Guilty Conſcience placing them under the Dint of any of 


w, Butwhereas it has been farther obje@ed, that 
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To the Reader. 


T propoſed many doubts,which I left unanſwered; jw; 
that it was a fan!t, to think ſo honourably of my yljn 

to eſteem it Needleſſe : But it is not in my power ty wi”. 
ſome mens Tgnorance, nor my deſtre to gratifie their lug” 
And whether this Plea proceeds from a tender Conſciny 

a tender head, T am not much concerned, but acquiryj 

in this, that for the Obje@ions,thoſe that were Leama: 
hear and anſwer them;thoſe that were not,conld not qui," 
ther, both therefore equally without danger.” And wh 
do not now at lca't inthe Printing them , adde their Soi 

T anſwer, that in regard I profeſſe to publiſh the Sermi1ii 
Preached, I ſhould not verify my Word, ſhould I by ſu 
ditions make it Another. Having given an account of u 
ſen in the former Diſcourſe, and wiped off the yy 

for ſome time have ſluckupon it, I ſhall endeavomunlh, 
pare the Reader for @ fair underſtanding of the Seconlnillfy, 
being Preached before many of the mo#8 conſideratl iaify, 
bers of the Houſe of Commons , had an Auditory ſuit 
its Deſegn, For in as much as an Eraſtian Antiminilnih,, 
Spirit has for many years aFed moſt of the Nation,whimiliiy;,; 
command the Service,without ſubmitting to the Diſcilml,,q 
the Miniſters And ſince 4rguments from Piety or Seriai;y, 
work litile upon mot of them , 1 thought it the beſt [rn,ce 
that could be done to the EccleſtaSticall Cauſe, to mately. 
pear that even a Politick, conſideration wonld perſwatelifh, 
which was commanded upon a Spiritual : By ſhewing ni 
ligion is that alone that holds together the whole frail, 
Government 5 it being upheld it ' ſelf by the Encouregulhicy 
and Honour of the Clergy. $0 that whereas I enforce ita 
by Arguments drawn from Civill Concernments, 1wawul 
none offended,;ſince my intent is limited here, only ol, 
ſped, it being an Argument ad hominem 3; #0t the muy; 
that +he the Subje® would afford, but that whichW 


Tothe Reader. 
&1 a of key to reach the Temper of the Times, And if I infer 
J Audity, oo eſyo Religion, and an Honourable Clergy from the 
ki; genre of the Civil Intereſt, T ſuppoſe the neceſſity of it from 
hCommand, and from the ſalvation of mens foules,te une 
mable : Wherefore 1 fhall take the boldneſſe to entreat 
Wiſewho foal] think 3t worthy their Reading, before they Cen- 
We.to vonchſaft it at leaſt an attentive peruſal,in as much as 
Wa: reſents to tens ſore Ti ruths, I think not often obſerved, 1 
nl fire, ot uſually delivered. For my own part , 1cannot 
ng eeive how Religion can ſtand without a Miniſtery, nor the 
liniftery without its two Eſſential Props , Jariſdiction and 
Jl ef, It is the old, ſly, and undermining Plea, that Mie 
©Sifers onght only to procure reſpe@ by their Learning,and la 
Wren, Upright life 5 other advantages belong not to them. 
Mut to anſwer this 5 beſÞder,that late Experience proves, that 
be moſt Prowe, and the moſt Learned, have been the moſt per= 
wed 1nd contemned , it is irrational to think, that men 


ps « Virtual Command : eſpecially when the reaſon and 
| | grounds 


Tothe Reader. 


grounds of it continue ſtill the ſame. What that Prafign, 
though there are many not obſcure Traces of it is Stig © 
get 1 deſfre to gather it from the general Practiſe of thi i 
ſuccesſtvely continued from their times : the mf p, 
Guide where the Scripture is ftlent , and the bet Col 
where it is Obſcure, And upon this Rule and Ground, 1hiph 
more reaſonable to Erre, than upon Fanatich Prinz 
Stumble upon the Truth, Having thus ſhown my intex jo 
theſe Sermons, and alſo the Rule, to the _—_— 4 
intend to reſign #29 ſelf , in whatſoever God ſhall bm 
call me either to Speak or Act as a Miniſter, Iſhall wins 9 
theſe Meditations into the World, What receptionthy 
find 1 am ignorant, but not ſollicitows. But ſure, of dl 
ſons, Miniſters , Scholars, and eſpecially thoſe of thelunl. 
fities, have little cauſe to cenſure, or reprehend me, wh 
freely ventured the Whole of mySmall Advantages front 

in aſſerting them in a day of the blackeſt danger and ng 
that Itruſt will ever befall the Church. However, T valwi 

the taunts, the murmurs of any : I have learned by being” 
contemn them, Frequent +ns hb has bred an Apathy, Wis 
whatſoever men ſhall Mutter, Rail, or Declaim againſt thi" 
Writings, either out of a diſlike of the Subject here Truk a 
of, or a perſonal hatred of my ſelf; yet in this Ireſt ſatis 
and aſſured, that the Truth here ſpoken of , will ſtand," 
ſoever becomes of Him, that ſpoke it. | rei 


y mint off | | 
'« ly whoſoever ſhall deny me before men, him 


dl ww will I deny before» my Father which is in 

ni Heaven, 

» Of alas 

wig "I ebb, Sthe great comprehenſive Goſpel duty is the denyal of 

2 "Ifanaes Self, ſorhe arr Goſpel fin that confronts ir , 1s the 
riſt. Theſe two are both the Command- 


fron A Be denyal of C 

"_ ya 
1d rent > ing and the Dividing Principles of all our AQions : 
04/0 GG? For whoſoever aQts in Yang ro one, it 1s alwaies irr 
wn behalf of the other. * None ever oppoſed Chriſt, bur 
Ws to pratifie Self : None ever renounced the Intereſt of Self, bur 
{{W: prevailing love to the Intereſt of Chriſt, The ſubjeR I have 
"Wee pitched upon > may ſeem improper in theſe times, and in this 
, «Wt; Where thenumber of Profefſors,and of men is the ſame ; where 
/-" 8 Cauſe and Intereſt of Chriſt has been ſo cryed up ; and Chrifts 
**Fnonall Reign and Kingdome fo called for , and expe&ed. Fur 
, "Jet has been ſtill Preached up, but Ated down ; and dealt vith, 
Wile Exgle in the Fable did with the Oytter, carrying it up on high, 
Wzbyletring ic fall he might daſh it in peices I ſay , ſince Chriſt 
Wt Reign', bur. his Truchs be made to ſerveg I ſuppoſe it is bur 
Welon, to diſtinguiſh between Profeſſion and Pretence ; and to con- 
ve, tha mens preſent crying , Haile King , and bending the knee to 

nit, are onely 1n order to his furure Crucifixion, 

Forthediſcovery of the ſence of rhe Words, I ſhall. encuire into 
mar occalion, From the very beginning of the Chapter wee have 
; {eitconſulting the Propagation of the Coſpel ; and in 0:der roir 
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(2) 
{ being rhe onely way that he knew ro effec ic ) ſendingfonh 11h 
ſtery ; and giving them a Cotnmiſſion, together with lnflruving: nd 
. the Execution of ir. He would have them fully acquainredyi ie 
Nature and Extent of their Office ; and ſo he joynes Con Fe 
with Inſtrugion ; by one he conveighs Power , by theater) 
ledge. Suppoſing ( I conceive ) that upon ſuch an Undertaking, N 
more Learxed his Minifters were, rhey would provenevectie(; th 
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faithfull. And thus having firred them , and iript themot an 
ner of defence, v. 9, He ſends them forch-amongſt Wolves: 4h 
Expedition, you will ſay, to go among{t-Wolves ; butyet.qudl 
der to corivert ther imo Sheep; and noleſs hatd evttitodi 
ſone of them, potſibly being under Sheeps cloathing; andſoby 
advantage of rhar dreſs, ſooner felt than diſcoversg andprwibithih 
ſo ſuch as had both the properties of Wolves , thaz4s,.tutnalf 
Whine and howle, as well as bite and devoure, But thirtheylll 
not goe altogether naked amongſt their Enemies , the onely Amy, 
chat Chrilt allows them, it is Prudence and Innocence ; Be jill 
Serpents, but harmleſſe as Doves, v.16, Weapons nor at all on.” 
yet molt ſuicable to their Warfare, whoſe greateſt Encoumei; 
to be Exhortations,and whoſe only Conqueſt, Eſcape, ' Innaeenolih” 
the beſt caution and ie may unite the expreſſion; to be wiſe ui, 
pert , is to be harmleſs as a Dove. Innocence; it is like poliſh Wye. 
mour, it adorns, and it defends. In ſumme, he rellsthem, tu, : 
oppoſtion they ſhould meer with, was the greateſt imaginavis, WF, 
the 16.to the 26.v. bur in the enſuing verſes heptormſes nem 
quall proportion of afſiftance ; which if ir was not Argumely 
force enough to out-weigh the fore-mentioned di{coutagemeting. 
caſts into the Balance , the promiſe of a Reward t6 ſuch 
Execure, and of Puniſhment to ſuch as ſhould Neglect 
miſſion: The Reward in the former verſe Pave row why V 
before men , &c. the puniſhment in this , Bur/ whoſoever ſhallung 
As if by way of pteoccupation he ſhould! have ſaid, Way 
you ſee your Commiſſion, this is your Duty , theſe are your Wi 
ragements : never ſeek for ſhifts and evaſions from worldly i 
ons; this is. your Reward if you perform it,this15yout Doomel! 
decline ir. | 

As for the Explication of the wordg,they are clear and mo © 
their” Originals.1n the Greek are of ſingle Fgnification , We 
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oh al mbigury; and therefore I {hall nor trouble you, by propoſing how 
ens hey run 10 this, Or 11 that Edition : or ſtraining foran interpretation 
red WF here chore isnd difficultie , or adiſtin&ion where there is no diffe- 
Mile. he onely Expoſition that } ſhall give of them , will be to 
othet lf oxre them to other Parallel Scriptures, and peculiarly that in the 
kits Ws. ark; 38. Phoſoever therefore ſhall. be aſhamed of net and my words, 
evet tik kf this adulterous and finfull generation, of him alſo ſhall the Son of man 
tot al Wl, abamcd, when be cometh in the glory of his Father, with the holy An- 
' Ef, Theſe words are a Comment upon 'my Text. _ 
ST :.Whatis here in theText called a dexy:ng of Chriſt, is there termed 
Wing ſhamed of biyy, that is, in thoſe words the Cauſe is expreſſed”, 
0 Spd here the Effe& : for therefore we deny a thing , becauſe we are 
\Whamed of itgFirſt Perer 15 aſhamed of Chriſt,chen he denyes him. 
"TAC 5, What is here termed a denying of Chr:ft, is there called a being 
"Whumed of Chriſt and bis Words : Chrifts truths are his ſecond'Self. 
"Wad he that offers contempt to a Kings letters or edi&s , virtually 
Weones rhe King; it ſtrikes his words , bur it rebounds upon his Per- 


[3 What is here ſaid. before wer, is there phraſed , in-this adulte- 

06 614 finfull generation, Theſe words import the ' hindrances of the 

. "WM £1j0yned, Which therefore is here purpoſely enforced with a non 
1", Wane toall oppoſition. The Terme Adz/terous I conceive may 
1, Wely relate to the Jewes who being nationally eſpouſed to God by - 
"1... Worenant 4 every ſinne of theirs was in a peculiar manner ſpirituall 


raneery, 
2m C Wear is here ſaid will deny him before my Father, 1s there ex- 
Rlſed: I will be aſhamed of him before my Father and his boly Angels, 
_aWtizwhen he ſhall come ro Judgmear , when Revenging Juſtice 
":Mll come in pomp , attended with the gloxjous Retinue of all the 
tot Heaven. In ſhorrgthe ſencence pronounced declares the Judg- 
ſeat, the folemnity of it, the Terror. 
# Fromthe words., we may deduce theſe Obſervations. 
ij 1. Fe (ball find ſtrong motives and temptations from men, to draw us 
t0 a demall of ( hriſt. 
# 2. No Terrors, oy Sol;cirations from men , though never ſo greats can 
Warrant or "Excuſe ſuch a demall, 
all 3 10deny Chrifts Words, is to deny ChnSt, ; 
i} Athnce theſe Cbſerv-tions are rather implyed then expreſſed in 
"Wp*nords, Liball wave them,and inſtead of deducing a Doatrine,diſ- 
B 2 tinct 
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tin& from rhe words, proſecute the wordsthenm ſelves undertiaf oly 


&rinall Paraphraſe. _ of d 
Wheoſoever ſhall deny, diſ-owne or be aſhamed of either the 35, | func 
truths of Feſus Chriſt for any fear or favour of man;ſhall wi} Trr 

be diſowned , and Eternally rejetted by him at the dreadful they 

ment of the great day, '® oth 

The diſcuſſion of chis {hall lyein theſe things. | ludta 


1. To ſheiv how many wayes Chrilt and his truths may hey 5 
and \vhat is the deniall here cheiſly intended. 'F 
2.;2, To ſhew what are the cauſes that induce men to26Þ Thel 
of Chriſt and his truths. . | (uri 
3. To ſhew how farre a man may conſulc his ſafety in timed But { 
ſecution, without denying Chriſt, ] 
4+ To ſhew what is imported in Chrifts denying us before kitÞ.99ur 
ther in Heaven, ; 
5.To apply all to the preſent Occaſion. | per { 
Bur before I enter upon theſeI mult breifly premiſe this,thatthy ally 
the Text and the DoRrine run peremptory and abſolute, #hſs Geri 
denyes Chriſt , ſhall aſſuredly be denyed by him : yet Qill thee 
zacit condition in the words ſuppaſed, unleſs repentince ine}?! 
For this and many other Scriptures,though as to their formal} 
they are Abſolute, yer as to their ſence they are Conditiondll 
in mercy has fo framed , and remper'd his word, that we havefrt 
moſt parr, a Reſerve of ;mercy wrap'd up ina Curſe, -Andihen i . 
firſt judgment that was pronounced upon fallen man, it was midi Iytun 
allay of a promiſe, Whereſoever we fend a Curſe tothe Gul] kifof 


preſſed , in the ſame words mercy to the Penitent is ſtill Undedſj7" 

This premiſed, I come no v to diſcuſle the firſt thing, nw .larer 
many wayes Chrift and his truths may be denyed , &c. Hereflifh Ws 
cenerall I aflert,that we may deny him in all choſe a&s rhat arg Jak 


!le of being morally good or evill:thoſe are the proper Scene inn 
we act our Confeſſions or denialls of him. Accordingly thereſat c 
wayes of denying Chriſt , 7 ſhall compriſe under theſe three.  Þ 

1. We may deny him ard his truths by an Erroneous, Heres on 
judgment.I know it 1s doubted whether a bare Error in judgment Condi 
condenne : bur fince truths abſolutely neceſſary ro Salvation, it} 
clearly revealed, that we cannot erre in them , unleſs webemi _ 
ouſly wanting to our ſelves; herein the fault of the judgments 


| af doubt, But here it may be replyed , are not truths of abſolute and 
* {undamentall neceſſicy, very diſpurable : as rhe Deity of Chriſt, the 
"F Trinicy of Perſons? 1f they are not in themſelvesdiſputable, why are 
they ſo much diſpured ? Indeed I believe if we trace theſe diſputes 
aff rocheir originall cauſggve {ball find..that chey never ſprung from a re- 
| luRzncyin Reaſon to embrace them, For this reaſon it ſelf diRates 

\ bed 4s molt rationall, to aſſent to any ching,though ſeemingly contrary to 
'F Rexſon,if it is revealed by God,and we are certaine of the Revelation. 

1.Þ Theſe ryvo ſuppoſed , theſe diſpures mult needs ariſe only from 
"OP cutiofiry and ſingularity ; and theſe are the faults of a diſeaſed will. 
. =. Þ Burfome will further demand in behalf of theſe men,ivhether ſuch as 
ined | ifentro every word in Scripture , for ſo will thoſe that deny the 
.Þ naurall deity of Chriſt and che Spirir,cn he yer ſaid in Do&rinalls ro 
deny Chili? Tochis I anſvere,fince words abitraRed from their pro- 
per ſenſe &ſ1gnification, looſe the nature of words, 8 are only equivo- 
.clly ſo called: inaſmuch as the perſons we ſpeak of,take them thus;8& 
Þ denve che Lerter from Chriſt, bur the Ggnitication from themſelves, 
-Þ they cannot be ſaid properly to affent ſo much as to the words of the 
- 8 $(1pt1re. And {0 their caſe alſo is clear. Butyer more fully to ſtare the 
ls matter, howv farre a deniall of Chriſt in beleife and judgment is dam- 

of uble:We will propoſe the queſtion. Whether thoſe that hold the fun- 


FoerſtruRures and conſequenceschar ariſe from them?I anſwer in breif, 
- Mſyfindamencall cruchs are.underſtood, 1. Either ſuch wichour the be- 
8 Kif of which We cannot. be ſaved,or, 2. ſuch,the beleif of which is ſuf- 
1 ficient co ſave : If the queſtion be propoſed of fundamenralts in this 
v later ſence , 1t containes its own anſiver ; for he that beleives thoſe 

truths, the beleif of which is ſufficient to ſave the disbeleif or deni- 
WMoftheir conſequences cannot damne.Burt what and hoy many theſe 
& findamentalls re, ic will then be agreed upon, when all Se&s, Opini- 
as nd Perſvafions doe unite and conſent. 21y. If we ſpeake of fun- 
Gmentalls in the former ſence, as they are only truths without which 
«df annot be ſaved : it is manifeſt that we may believe them,and yer 
omen tedamned for denying their conſequences : for that which is only a 
n, xr if Cndition wichour which we cannot be ſaved,is not therefore a Cauſe 
be wþ ficient ro fave : much more is required to the latter , then ro the 
anc 5} (xner, 1 conclude therefore, that to deny Chriſt in our judgment, 
| will 
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ſolved 1nto precedent default in the will : and fo the caſe is put out 


dmentalls of faich, may deny Chriſt damnably,in reſpe& of thoſe ſu- - 
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will condemne, and this concernes the learned : Chrift denwb 
homage of your underitandings:he wil have yourReaſon bend; 
you muſt put your Heads under his feer. And we know thro 
fore he who had the Leproſy in this part. , was to be pronowy 
rerly unclean. A poyſoned reaſon , an infeted judgmentis (hea 
oreateſt enemy. And an Error in the judgment , it 1s like  whhjii 
itume in she Head, which is alwayes noyſome,and frequently ny 
2, We may deny Chriſt verbally,and'by orall expreſſionNyien' 
words they are the interpreters of our hearts. The tranſctipgyWh 
judgment with ſome further addition of good or evill, He thrinf 
prers uſually inlarges. What our judgment whiſpers in ſecret, 
proclaime upon the houſe top. To deny Chriſt in the formeringlfi 
enmity,but in theſe open Defiance.C hriſts paſſion is renewed ny 
he that miſ-judges of him, condemnes him, bur he that bl: 
him ſpits inhis face. Thus the Jewes & the Phariſees denyed(Whi 
We know that this man 1s a ſimer, Joh.g. 24. and a deceiver My. 
and he caſts out dewills , by the prince of the arvells.\2, Matog, Ant 
Chriſt is dayly denyed,in many blaſphemies printed & divuloy 
many horrid Opinions vented againſt the truth, The-Schools uid 
whether in moralls the external ARion ſuperadds any thing of ſſh 
evill to the internall elicit aRs of the Will: bur cerrainly theanſva 
of our judgments 15 wrought up to an high pitch before it noxuſſl 
open deniall.And 1t is a figne thar it 1s grown roo bigpe fof thellgſ 
when it ſeeks for vent in our words. Blaſphemy uttered it iff fitt 
heightned with Impudence. /t is finne ſcorning a concealmat, bl 
only commirred, bur defended. He that denyes Chriſtinkichii 
ment ſins, but he that ſpeakes his deniall , vouches andomslſ; 
ſinne : and ſo by publiſhing ir, does what in him lies tomaleit 
verſall : and by writing it to eſtabliſh ir Erernall. Thereis: 
way of denying Chriſt with our Mouthes, which is Nevarive:tſc 
when we doenot acknowledge and confeſse him : bur of theh 
have occaſion to treat under the diſcuſſion of theThird penend 
3. We may deny Chriſt in our A@tons and PraQtice , a 
ſpeak much louder then our tongues. To have an Orthodaik 
and a true Profeſſion, concurring with a bad life , it is only wi 
Chriſt with a greater ſolemnity.Beleif and Profeſſion will ſpelt 
a Chriſtian bur very faintly , when thy converſation proclaeugſar 
an Infidell. Many while they have Preached Chrikt in their enſin t 


C23 
reed a leRure of Atheiſme in their Practice, We have many 
b je ſpeak of Go4lineſle , Mortification and Self-deniall : bur if 
ellis are fo, What MEANEs che Bleating of the Sheep, and the lowing 
Oren , the noiſe of rheir ordinary finnes , andthe cry of their 
i (Ger ones ? If Godly, Why doe they wallovw and fleep-in all the Car- 
Boirres of the world , under prerence of Chriſtian liberty > Why 
«they make religion ridiculous by pretending to Prophecy, and 
«their prophecies prove deluſions , why doe they Blaſpheme ? 
bach ſelf-denyers , What means the griping, the prejudice, the co- 
-Wocnefſe; and the pluralities preached againſt , and retained , and 
+ Atbitrary Government of many 2 When ſuch men Preach of 
mplEcdenyal and humilicy, I cannor bur think of Sezeca, who praiſed 
erty, and that very ſafely , in the midtt of his great Riches and 
Mittens ; and even exhorted the world to throw away their Gold , 
Whips (a5 one well conjectures) that he might gather it up; So theſe 
fre mento be humble,that they may domineer without oppoſition. 
it is an eaſie matter to commend patience, when there is no d:n- 
of any rryall,co extoll humulity in the midſt of honours , to begin 4 
il ofier Diner, But O how Chriſt will deal with ſuch perſons when 
li® (hall dray forth all their AQtions bare and Rripr from this decetv- 
aW'vile of their heavenly ſpeeches | He will then ſay;ic was nor your 
it cog Countenance, nor your Hypocriticall groaning,by whith you did 
7 thellWſhet confefſe or honour me : but your Worldlineſs , your luxury, 
d it 15h frifter partial dealing , theſe have denyed me, theſe have wound- 
nent Mite, theſe have gone to my heart :- theſe have cauſed rhe weak ro 
in ticMithle, and the: prophane ro blaſpheme : theſe have offended: the 
fe; ind hatdned the other. You have indeed ſpoke me fair,you have: 
ted the with your lips,but even then youberray'd me.Deparr from 
1s anWMthetefore you profefſors of holineſs, but you workers of iniquity. - 
ive-df9pns thus having ſhewn the three wayes by which Chrift may be 
ved, if may now be demanded; which is the Deniall here intend- 
mthe words, 
Winere 1.1 conceive if the words are taken as they were particu- 
If aid perſonally dire&ed ro the Apoſtles- upon the occaſion of 
emiſſion ro preach the Goſpel, ſo the denyalt :of him , was the 
W>wonledgement of the Deity or Godhead of 'Chriſt ; and the 
lansgento prove. that this was then principally intended, is this. Be- 
male this fasthe ruth in thoſe dayes cheifly oppoſed:, and moſt dif- 
; beleived, 
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(8) | 
heleived , as appeares, becauſe Chriſt and the Apoſtles didn, 
ne(tly inculcare the beleif of this, and accepted men upaatte\ 
acknowledgement of this, and Baptiſme was adminiltred t 
did bur profeſs this, 8 As 37,38. And indeed as this onelyyi 
Feſus C hriſt is the Son of God , 1s Vercually and eminently the 
Goſpel , ſo to confeſs or deny it.is vertually ro embrace or rj 
\\ hole round and ſeries of Goſpell truths. For he that acknnl 
Chriſt to be the ſonne of God, by the ſame does conſequentidh 
knoiviedge that he is to be belerved and obeyed in whats 
does enjoyne and deliver to the ſonnes of men : and thereforety 
are to repent and beleive and reſt upon him for ſalvation , andy 
ny our ſelve3 : and within the compaſs of this 1s included whaſy 
1s called Goſpell. : 2 

As for the manner of our denying the Deity of Chrilt hereqn 
bired,I conceive it was by words and orall expreſſions verbillyn{ 
ny , and diſ-acknowledge it : This I ground upon theſe real, 

I. Becauſe it was ſuch a deniall as was before men, and therd 
conſiſted in open Profeſſion g for a deniall in judgment andpni 
as ſuch, 1s not alwayes before men. ? | 

2. Becauſe it was ſuch adeniall or confeſſion of him as yall. 
pear in Preaching: bur this is mannaged in words and verball pri 
ON, X 
But now 21y, If we take the words as they are a generall pr 
equally relating to all times, and to all perſons, though deliver 
ly upon a particular occaſion to the Apoliles (as I ſuppoſe they 
be underſtood) ſo I think they comprehend all che Three wayelgg.... 
tioned of confefling or denying Chriſt : bur principally in rej. 
practice, and that 1.Becauſe by this he is moſt honoured or dba. 
ed. 2. Becauſe withour this the other rwo cannot ſave. 3.Becaiewe, 
who are ready enough to confeſs him both in judgment andpuſe.. 
pong for the mot parr very prone to deny him ſhamefully ua 

olngs. «410 

Paſs we nov to a Second thing , to ſhew © '*©\ _ kh 

What are the Cauſes inducing men rodeny Chriſt in his08ſ. 
I ſhall propoſe Three. | | Moby 

x. The ſeeming ſuppoſed abſurdity of many truths: VauBy 
foundation Herefie allwayes builds. The Hearhens dende0'Fqy 
Chriſtians , thar Rill they required and preſed beletf , and yell ' 


WIL 


(9) 


dns... he )bnce the Arrictesof their Religion are ſo abſurd, 
| 116 ie (ſay t CY £ y - . D . . 

Upon te ? gon Principles of Science they can never winne afsent.It is eaſy 

ed tals draw ir forth and-demon(trate,hovw upon this ſcore the cheif Here- 


Ne-i0h chit nov are ſaid to-crouble the Church, doe oppoſe and deny the 
d tle R important truths in Divinity. As firft, hear the denyer of the 
& JS: © nd arisfation of Chriſt, Whar (faies he) can the ſame Perſon 


Cod and man?'the Creatureand the Creator ? can we aſcribe ſuch 
nibutesto the ſame thing, whereof one implyes a Negation and a 
mcradiction of the other?Can he be alſo Finite and Infinite , when 
te finite is not to be infinite , and to be infinite nor to be finite ? 
nd hen we diſtinguiſh berween the Perſon, and the Nature, 
gnotthat diftinRion an invention of the Schooles, favoring rather 
Meraphyſicks; then Divimicy?IF we ſay thar he muſt have bin Cod, 


Juentidh 
Vharſone 
refore th; 
n, andt 


WING 


> "Wecauſe he was to mediate between us and God \ by the ſame reaſon 
” oy y will ceply , we ſhould need a Mediator berween us and. C hrift, 
Y ' Mtoisequally God, equally offended. Then for his ſarisfaRion,chey 


"Will demand ro whom this ſatisfaRtion is patd ? If to God, then God 
S&1csa Price to himſelf :and whar is ir elfe ro-require-and need no ſa- 
faftion, then for one to ſatisfie himſelf? Next comes in rhe Deny- 
of the Decreesand freq grace of God. What (fates he) 'ſhaſlwe 
Whort, admoniſh/, and/ehtreat the Saints/to beware of falling away 
Wully, and ar the ſame time aſſert that it is impoſſible for them ſo to 
; 1" Wl? what ſhall ve ere& two contradiftory Wills in God , or place 
j0 contradiRoryes In the ſame Will, and make the WHll of his Pur- 


they "Wei! 2nd Imenrion run counter tothe Will of his Approbation ? 
my ler another concerning the' Sctipture and Juſtification. What (ſajes 
- 0 WÞekomanilt/; 'relye in matcers of faith upon a private Spirit ? How 
Recall 1n nowv this 15 the ſence of ſuch a Scriprure > Why by the Spi- 


nj Burhow will you try that Spirit to be of God ? Why by the 
+-tly in ne <chis he exploties as a circle,'and fo derides ir, Then for Ju- 
0 kcation. How are you Juftified by'an irtiputed Righteouſneſs 7 Is 
Pans beforvic is imputed; btndr tif riot fas we mult ſay ) is this to 


n hustd gar, did you ever hear of ahy man-thade rich ot wiſe by imputation? 
. You" then Righreous'or Juſt ? Nojv theſe ſeetfiitng PataCones, atrend- 


jeidel i goſpelbreachs, eaſe rhefi6F Freak #hd | erm intetleQualts 
win them,ahd inthe? hilt 5; belife bathed t owne fiith fo 


ala xy (stheychink)to the! dilbariotttiaſtef thetr Reſon. 2 
| C 


.. = iſlfied , ro have tharaccounted yours, that is not yours ? Put a» 
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is doubtfull and may be diſputed with plauGble argumentsone Jena « 


affirme this robe the reaſon , but it may ſeem ſo to many Mp” adm! 


(110) 


2. The Second thing caujing men to deny the truths of Cy, | nceine 
their, Vnprokcablencis, And no wonder if here men foley þ adfol 
truck/and afſe:t incereſt, To be Pious 1s che Way tobe Pogre, ThelÞ 0d, that 
Hill gives ics followers its ovn Badge and Livery , a deſpiſe wy cage! 
nefs. Ic is hard ro maintaine the truth , but much harder tobe gy ſxing t 
rained by ir : could it ever yerfeed , clothe , or defend its amy} heyni 
Did ever any man quench his cthiclt, or ſatisfie his hunger WichaN, ſyſme 1 
tion ? Did ever any one live upon Propoſitions? The Teftimay goves 
Brutss concerning vertue,lis the appthention of molt concerning ſen 
that 1t is a Name, bur lives and eſtates are things , and thereforewſqxcent © 
to be throivn away upon Words, Thar we are neither to worſhip ade 
cringe to any thing under rhe Deity,gis a truth coſtri&& for a Nungſhh for 
he can be concent to worihip the true Cod , bur then it muſlle*ifumple 
the houſe of Remmon: the reaſon was unplyed in his - condition, \Weing: 
was Captaine of the Holt , and therefo:e he thought it realompulſhe 
to boy ro Kimmon, rather then endinger his place: beter Boy, lf 
Break. Indeed ſome times Providence caſts things fo, that truth a3; T! 
incereſt ly the ſame way : and when ic 1s wrapt up in this corſet ap 
men can be content to follow it , to prefle hard afterit : butiti 
we purſue ſome beaſts only for their skins : rake ofthe covering, 
thovgh men obtaine the truth, rhey would lament the loſſe of tif 
As Facob wept and mourned over the torn Coat , when Joſeph majſile 
live. Ir is incredible to conſider how intere(t outweighes rub 
thing in ic ſelf be doubrfull , ler ir make for interethand it ſhll 
raiſed at leaſt into a Probable;and if a truth be-cerraine, andthr 
incereſt, it will quickly fetch it down to bur a Probability ; yi 
does not carry with it animpregnable Evidence , it will goe nent 
debaſe it to a do:vnight falfity.Ho.v much intereſt caſts the Billavp 
in caſes dubious, I could give ſundry inſtances let one ſuffice: uſa 


that concerning the unlawfullneſs of Uſury, Moſt of the Leanedapſytoe 


inthe world ſucceffively bech- Heathen and C h:iflian doe | 
the taking of Uſe to . be utrerly unlawful ; yer the DinsoPal 
che Reformed Church beyond the Seas,rhough mot ſevere andipiÞ 
in other things, doe generally affirme it to be lawfull. ThatheaPÞ 


ple 


Gde, we may well grant: Bur whar then is rhe reaſon that male Flune 
Divines ſo unanimouſly concurre in this opinion ? Indeed] ſult I Per 
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«|. cheit Salaryes by way of penſion, in preſent ready money, - 
hk ir b Has no hos way to improve them ſo hs it may be ſuſpect - 
re, Tel ed, that the change of che1r ſalary,would be the ftrongelt argument to 
piſed why cmpe their opinion, The eruch 1s, Intereſt 1s rhe grand wheele. and 
be ny þ (ring ht woves the whole Vniverſe, Ler Chriſt and rruth ſay what 
s aff} ey mill, if ncereſt will have 1r,gan muſt be Godlineſs : If Enthu- 
wich a\;Þ fſne isin requeſt, learning mult be inconfiſtent with Grace, If pay 
efiiman $055 (hore, the Vniverſity Maintenance muſt be roo great. Rather 
rning fn Pilate will be counted Ceſars enemy,he will pronounce Chriſt in- 
ereiven cent one hour , and condemne him the next.How C hriſt is made to 
Worſhip ofcackle under the world , and how his truths are denyed and ſhuffled 
1 Numeric for profit and pelfe, the cleareſt proof would be by Indv&ion and 
- muſle:Memple, Bus as it is the molt clear, ſo here it would be the moſt un- 
dicion,Mhledino: Wherefore I ſþall paſſe this over , fince the world is now ſo 


ealonpuſſheccanc vopn this account \ that I am afraid Inſtances would be mi- 
Bow, thafffkten fot Inveftines, | 
truth aÞ}-3; The Third Cauſe inducing men to deny Chriſt in his truths, is 
$ corenylſir apparent danger, To confeſle Chriſt, is the ready way to be caſt 


butiti 
ring, 


of the Synagogue. 'T he Chiſfh, it is aplace of Graves as well as 
Worſhip and profeſſion, To be reſolute in a Good cauſe is ro bring 


e of Uffioan our ſelves the puniſhments due to a Bad. Truth indeed it 1s a 
ſerh mxifaſeſion of the higheſt value, and therefore it muſt needs expoſe 
ruth ſte mer to much danger, Chriſt is ſometimes pleaſed ro make the 
t (hall feeteſon of himſelf collly , and a man cannot buy the truth but he 
nd chraffiuſtpay do-vn his life and his deareſt blood for ir. Chriſtianity marks 


; najidiſÞan out for deſtru&ion: and Chrilt ſometime chalks our ſuch a way 
oe mexhſÞolalyation, thar ſhall verifie his own ſaying, He that will ſave bis life 
 BillnrſÞd beſe 15. The firſt ages of the Church had a more abundant expe- 
ice: luFaace of this : Pax and the reſt, what they planted by their Preach- 
rnedap ſaythey watered with their blood. We know their uſage was ſuch as - 
joe-o anttforecold, he ſent chem to Wolves,and the common courſe then + 
me Pt {brifiavos ad Leones,For a man to give his name to Chriſtianity in 
andltig File dayes;Was to lift himſelf a Martyr, & to bid farevell not only ro 
heat Fie plezſures.bur alſo to rhe hopes of chis life. Neither was it a fingle 
one Rcerh only that, chen arrended this profeſſion , bur the Terror and - 
kethet Flirpnefſe of iF redoubled 4s in the manner and circurnfiance, T hey 
flat Find Perfecutors , whoſe Invention was as great as their cruelty. Wir 
hat ty þ admilice conſpired to find out fuch tortures, ſuch deaths, and thoſe 
recent Þ © © 4 pL of 
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of ſuch incredible-anguiſh , that only the manner of djingmgh 
Puniſhmenc, Death ic ſelf the deliverance. To be a: Manyrſnn 
only to witneſs the truth of Chriſt , bur the witneſſing of they 
was then ſo generally atrended with this Event, that: Many 
now ſignifiesnot only to witneſs, but ro:virneſs by death, The 
beades irs own fignification 1mporting- their praftice: Ad 
Chriſtians have been freed fromHearhens;Chriftzans'chemſclyey 
turned Perſecutors. Since Rome from: Heathen-was turned Chik 
it his-1mproved'its perſecution 1nto'an Inquiſition; Now whenl 
and truth are upon theſe termes, that men cannot confeſſe; ku 
upon pain? of death,the-reaſon of rheir Apoliacy and Denialtirnk 
men will be Wiſg an lexwe Truth and nifery-to ſuch as love 
are reſolved ro-beCunning)let others-run the h12ard'of being vinlifilrf 
If they mult be 2004 ar ſo high a rate; they know: rliey maybeweliiſh 
a cheaper.S: negare ſufficrat,quis erir Nocens? If todeny Chriltailtiahndy" 
them,the truth ſhull never make th2m guilty. Let Chriti and jns| 
lye open & expoſed to all weather of Perſecution , Foxeswillteigift 
to have holes. And if it comes to this that they mult either renamſÞt 
Religjon,deny and blaſphemeChriſt,ar forfeit theirlivestothefinſpmſul 
the {ord , it is but inverting Jobs wives advice,Curſe.God uti 
3. We proceed now to the | hird thing , 'which is toſhowguſſn 
firre a man may conſule his ſafery, &c* _ 1 
This he miy doe Two Wayes. _ 7. 
I. By withdrawing his Perſon. Martyrdome is an Herockaines 
fith. An Atcheivement beyond.an Ordinary pirchi of ir:toyailaſorſo 
the Spirit it is given to ſuffer, 1 Phil, 29.” It 1s a- peculiar addi 
gift: it 154 diltinguiſhing excellency of degree, not ameſsemillaiſnent 
ſequent of its Nature, Be ye harm/eſſe as Doves, ſaies Chrill; an 
2 Naval to them to take flight upon danger, as'to-be: Ind 
Ler every man throughly conſult the remper of his :fairh;/ ano 
his courage with his feares, his Weakneſs and his Reſolinyonzogt 
and take the meaſure of both; and ſee which preponderatesangt 
ſpirit faints , if his heart miſpives and melts at the very" thou 
the fire, ler himflye and ſecure his own ſoul, and Chrilisaai 
Non negat Chriſtum fugiendo qui ideo fagit ne neget He doesnot 
Chrilt by flying, who therefore flyes thar he may nor denyiuungmnen 
he does not ſo much decline, as rather change his Marryrdome:agen 
flies from the Flame,bur repaires to a Defarr-z to poverty andnpſnt, 
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--4mildemeſs; W hereas if he woul1 diſpenſe with his Conſcience, 
jy his Lord;or fallow down two or rhree Contradiftory oaths, 
»ſievld neither fear the one, not be forced to the orher. © 
3; By concealing his judgement. A- man ſonetimes'is no more! 
ind co ſpeak'rhan ro deſtroy himſelf ; and as Nature abhors this, 
iReivion does nor contmand- that. In the'rimes of the Primitive 
Che >, when the Chriſtians d velt amongR Hearhens, it is reported 
tin Mayd: ,' howiſhe came from her Fathers:houſe, co one of 
1iibunals-of rhe Genrtles:, and declared her! ſelf a Chrifttan , , 
Win che [JudpEs face , and ſo provoke@ him to cafe her to be exe- 
ed” Bur will. any ſay chit- this was to-confeffe Chriſt , or dye a 
ny? Fe that uncalled for, uncompelled , comes and proclums'a 
Wfecuted Truth, for which he 1s ſure to:dye', he anely dyes a Con- 
Wourof bis own folly', and'a Sacrifice to his own'raffinefs, ' Mat- 
Whine is ſampt ſuch onely by Gods command 3 and hee thar ven-. 
fee upon it Without a Call , muſt endure ir without. a' Reward: 
iſt will f1y , who requared this at your: barids ? His Goſpel does 


W<&&reimprudence : No Evangelical Precepr juſtles out rhat of a 


Mull ſelf-prefervation. He rherefore that thus throws himſelf up- 
the Sword, he runs to Heaven befote he is-ſent for : wherethaugh 


mays Chriſt may in-mercy receive the 'Man, yet he will be ſureto' 
'Wic 1 the Martyr, SE : | 
"8 &d thus much; concerning thoſe lawfull wayes of ſecuring our” 


he infimeof Perſecution - not as if | theſe were alwaies lawfull : 
we ſomerimes-a man 1s botmd to confeſſe Chriſt openly, thoitgh' hee*” 
& for1t;-and to conceal'a Trurh is todeny it: © Bur, now to ſhaw | 


llſenit is our-duty,/and'rvhen unfawfall to rake theſe conrſes;by ſore .: 


| m[eof a perpetual, never-failing trurh;'none everwould yer”! 


- Innare 2 y te: For, as Ariſtotle ſares z We" are not t0' exprtt, Dembuſty ations : 


Elbiks, or Politicks., nor to ©u1ld certain rules -uptr the conrpency of © 


paler Afiors: 16, if/as much as our Aying from Perſecution; out” 


ger) marcre, according ro different circurtftances'of time, 


Wſſimg,"or concealing/perſecured Trurhs\, vaty and « 2nge theft © 


ons, wecannor limit their DireRions* within any: one univerſall * 


a cept, You will ſaythen; How ſhall we know whe to confeſs, © 


Mento conceale a Truth ? when; to wait for, when to'decline Per-, 

moon? Indeed the onely way thar T think catbe preſcribed in this. . 

ae, 15to be earneſt and importumre with Go in Braverk r ſpecial 
C4 dire&ion: 


(14) 
dire&ion : And itis not to be imagined, that he who is bothtatu Þþ this 
and mercifull , will leave a fincere ſoul in the dark upon ſuchay,þ Thel 
calion. Bur this } ſhall adde, that the Miniſters of God aemyÞ wan 
evade, or take refuge in any of theſe two forementioned waye,JyÞ An 
are publique perſons : and good Shepheards mult then chicfhfnf 1, 
cloſe to the Flock when the Wo!f comes. For themtobeflyÞ 2. 
the Cauſe of Chriſt is to renounce it ; and to fly, 1s to deſerts, yÞ-Fubr 
for that place urged in favour of the contrary , in 23.9, #hah 1.6 
perſecnts you in this Cityyflee into another , 1t proves nothing ; fr {inthe 
Precept was particular, and concerned onely the Apoſtles; andtyſto4 

but for rhit time in which chey were then ſent to the Jes, atnhi rg 
time Chrilt kept them as a reſerve for the future: For when after de 


death chey were indifferently ſent both go Jews and Gentiles, miſiklh a 
find not this clauſe in their Commiſſion , but they were to {:gne tyſption 
Truths they preached. With their blood ;, as Wwe know they auliſuth« 


did. And moreover, when Chriſt bids them , being perſecuted por 
one City fly into another , ir was not ( as © rotias acutely obſennſten! 
that they might lye hid , or bee ſecurein that City , bur thitchaliþeſes a 
rhey might Preach che Goſpel : So that their flight here wasno 

ſecure their Perſons, but ro continue their Buſineſs, I conduliſÞyras 
cherefore , thar faithfull Minifters are ro and and encure the baufſſuanel 
A common Souldier may dye, when it is the duty of him that lulgſanlae 
the Standard to dye upon the place, And we have abundantol affig nt 


 couragements ſoto doe. Chriſt has ſeconded and ſiveetned hismjſun, 


mand ith his promiſe: - Yea the thing it ſelf 15 not onely.ouray 
but our glory. , And he that has done this work , has in the very ulſſaauls 
parcly received his wages. And were it put to my choice, )cullMaicic 
ſhould chuſe rather wich ſpitting and ſcorn to be tumbled inf hin 
duſt in blood , bearing wicneſs to any known Truth of our dex lu 
now oppoſed by the Enthuſiaſts of the preſent Age;thanby a mk 
choſe Truths through Blood and Perjury wade to a Scepter, and lagſipiey 
it in a Throne. And we need nor doubt , but Truth, hoventawan?. 
preſſed, wiſl have ſome followers, and at length prevaile. A Une, ov 
though Crucified, will ariſe : And as it is in the 18 Revel, 3 Ma 
Witneſſes will Prophejie, though it be in S ackeloth. 0: 
Having thus diſpatchea the third thing , I proceeZ to the foul d 
which is to thew, what it is for Chriſt ro deny us before his Fae upe 
Heaven, Hicherto we have -treated of mens carriage to Cn 


(15) 

ii} tis nocd 3; nov we Will deſcribe his carriage to them in the orher. 
ſuchay,Þ Thee words clearly relate ro the laſt Judgement, and they are a 
emyÞ wnmary deſcription of his proceeding with men ar that day. 
176, Ty and here we will conſider :_| 
iefl fa} 1, The Aion it ſelf , He will deny them . ; 
be fly 2; The Circumſtance of the Aftion, Hee will :deny them before his 
erit, kh Faber, aed the baly Angels. = ED UNE £68 | 
mak 1,Concerning the firtt; Chriſts denying us, is o:nerwiſe expreſſed 
e - forth inthe 13 Luke 27-1 know you not, To Know in Scripture language i; 
* andifaflio Approve ; and ſo not ro Know , 1s to Ree and Condemne, Now 

ib how many Woes are croivded 1nro this one ſentence, / 


at vhid 
fe nildy him? It is (to ſay no more) a compendious expreſſion of 
tiles, ſki an Frernity of To:ments compriſed in a word 2 1t. 15 C ondem- 
» Cone thiſtion it (ef 4 and what 15 molt of all, it 1s Condemnition from the 
16) 2lſwuth of a Saviour. O che tnexprefſible hocrour that will ſeize upon 
ſecured Wpoor ſoul when he Rands arraigned ar the Barre of Divine Juſtice ! 


; obſernsM{hen he ſhall look abour, and ſee his & ccnſer his Judge, the Wit- 
Chat theeeſes ail of chem bis'remo:fleſs Adverſaries ; The Law impleading; 
was not Mercy and the Goſpel upbraiding him; the Devill, his grand Accu- 
[ conculffe;draving his Indictment _ his ſinnes with the greater 
che banfſſuneſs, 2nd aggravating them with the cruellelt bicterneſs; and 
that lollanſcience, like a chouſand Witneſſes, atreſting every Arrticle, fly- 
Jant of aff in his face. , and rending his very heart; And thenafter all, 
d his aſian, from v-hom only Mercy could: be expected ,: owning the Ac- 
our dlwon: It will be Hell enough to hear the Sentence ; the-very 
very lfſeaulentionof: che Puniſhment will be parc of che Puniſhment: 
, ] culÞ@dancipate che Execution, Jf Peter was ſo abaſhed when Chriſt 
d into Þe him a look after his denyall-; if there was ſo much dread-in his 
dexrlnffÞ®8e when be Rood as Priſoner, howv much greater will.ic bee when 
a denflſÞites 2 Judge ? | If; it was ſo fearfull. when be Jooket his-Denyer 
- an lffpſejencance, what will ir be when he ſhall look him-inco-Deſtru- 
menrogn? Believe it, when we ſhali-hear an-Accuſation from an Adyo- 
A Cine, our Eternall doome from our Intercefſour, it will convince us 
el, 3. 8 a Denyall of Chriſt 13 ſomething more-than a feiv-tranficory 
W's: Whar crembling 3- what our=cries ,- whar -aſtoniſhmenc will 
he fanWÞer i upon theipronouning this- Sentence. 1 | Every word. will 
5 Facheiae upon the (inner like an Atrow-friking throught bis reines; ; like 
0 Cntuſlunder that 1s heard, and conſumes at the ſame inſtant. : Yea it _ 
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be a Denyal wich ſcorn, wich taunting -exprobrations; andy 
ſerable wichour commiſeration , 15 the. heighr of miſery, 
falls below Pirty., can fall no lover. Could 1 :give you 2lnh 
preſentation of guilt and horrour on this hand, and paintows 
wrath, decypher erernall vengeance on the other , rhenmi 
you 'the condition -of aſinner. hearing himſelf Ueapei 
And for thoſe whon Chriſt has denyed, it willbeinwinew 
to the Farher , -unte(s wee cn1magine, thar choſe:Whom Mey 
condemned, Juſticewill abſolve. 1 
2. For the Circumſtance , He will deayns before his Faln + 
the holy «Angels. As much as God is more glorious thn my 
much 1s 1t more glorious tobe confeſſed eo cx efore 
And ſomuch glory as chere 1s 1n being confeſsed, ſo:much dif 
there is in being denyed. If there could be any:roomfor 
afcer the ſentence of Damnation, it would be this, ro beexean$: 
ſecret , to periſh Unobſerved. As it is ſome allaytotheinf, 
him that dyed ignominiouſly, to be buried privarely, Burnh 
mans folty-muſt be ſpread open before Angels , and all-bshi: 
Tipt-up before thoſe pure Spirits, rhis will be a double bellyolfff;;. 
rhruſt into utter Darkneſs, onely tobe puniſhed by ic,nichourthdſ; 
nefit of being concealed. When Chritt ſhall compare hinkW$; 
was denyed, and the thing for which he was denyed topather 
parallel his merits wich a luſt , and lay Ecernity 1n the Bllag 
atrifle, then he folly of the ſinners choice ſhall berhe greed 
'of his deftrution, For a man ſhall not have-theadvinzedl; 
-Former [Ignorance and Errour, to approve his ſinne:. Thing,” 
peared amiable by the light of this world , will appearef adit. 
odious hue in the clear diſcoveries of rhe Nexr : As that nid. 
pears to be-of | this colour by a dimn-candle , will be fomd wi 
another: lookd* upon in” theiday. So when 'Chrift ſhallboedl 
'up' tens apprehonfions about 'the value of things y he will 
that worthy Prize for which he was denyed 3 'He willbdldh; 
open view, and call upon Menand Angels ; Behold, lookin 
rhe thing, here's that peice of dirr, that windy applauſe, tl 
rranſirory pleaſure , char-contempnble danger, for which1Wihare 
honoured ,'my 'Truths diſovned 4 and for which lifeyeteily 
God himfIf was fcorned and trampled upon by-rhis fnhetMihili 
alt the world, wherher-whar he'{o deſpiſed'in the other lifs 
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(17) 
& vero enjof in this.? How-will the condemned finner then:crawle 
'\ and appear in- Þ15. filth and ſhame, before that undefiled , 
all 15-996 or a Enake in a Kings preſence. Chamber. 
meu { icklome as to have ones folly diſplated before the Pru- 
— as impurity before the Pure : And all this before thar com- 
» furrounding him, from Which he 1s ncither able ro look off, nor 
to lookupon.  A-diſgrace put upon a man in company 1s unſup- 
"He: it1s heightned according to the greatneſſe, and multiplyed 
no to the number of the perſons thar hear ir, And now as this 
cumflance| before b1s Father] fully ſpeaks the ſhame;ſo alſo ir ſpeaks 
dgerof Chriſts then denying us, For when the accuſation is 
nd,ardl the perſon Rands convit, God 15 immediarely lifting up 
hind to "& the eternal blow ;. and when Chriſt denyes to ex- 


$acnſome, to ſtep berveen the ſtroak then coming , and the fin- 


it muſt inevicably fall upon him , and finke his guilty ſoul into 
9.and botromleſs gulph of endleſs perdition. This therefore 
te ſumme of Chriſts denying us before his Father, zz. Unſuppor- 


al: ſhame, unavoydable deftruRtion, 


proceed now to the Vies that may be drawn from the Truths ce- 


chord: And here (Right Honourable)not only the preſent occaſion, 


gen. the words themſelves ſeem eminen:ly to addrefle an Exhor- 


other mato your Honours, As for others not to deny Chriſt, 1s openly 


ofeſs him;ſo for you who are inveſted with Authority,not to deny 


| is to defend him. Know therefore”, thas Chriſt does not oaely 


rho 
rof 24 


that OJ 


found 


u © 


Jy " hr thethoughts . 1s of I 


ie, but demand your defence,and that in a couble reſpe&, 
L ln reſpe& of his Truth. 2. Of his Members. 


t.fe requires that you ſhould defend and confeſs him in bis Truth. 
refe it 1s a Tare ſometimes not to be pulled up bur by the Civill 
wiſtrate, The word Liberty of (ouſcrerce, is. much abuſed for the 
ace of it, becauſe not well underſtood, Every man may have Li- 
ſy of Conſcience to think and judge as;he pleaſes, bur not ro vent 
kt he pleaſe, The reaſon is, becauſe Conſcience bounding it ſelfe 


.. 


ivate concernment, and the coonizance 


Cy WO theſebelong only to God : but when an opinion s publiſhed, 1G 


ke j $* 754 « , to ; : A FEISS ILES w#3.4 $1 in! 
| kyand Mogiltracy, and All: which Sing by thoſe who. af- 


ſeems all thar hear it, and che publique is endamaged ,; and there- 
phecomes puniſh:ble by the Mogiltrate,' ro whom the care of the 


qe Bentruſted, Fur there is one truth that concerns;þorth Mi- 


firm 


* 8. =o 
f 


> 
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(18) 


firm, that none ought to Govern mpon the Earth but Chrifin IT 
Abſurdly, as if the Powers that are, deſtroyed his ; if 1)88eþ; 


'were nor conſiſtent with a King ; as if there were any Oppoftin AF he! 
:Subo:dination. They affirm alſo, chat the Wicked havenooatury i 


their Eſtares , but onely the Faithfull , thar is, rhemſelyes, 


.poſſeſs rhe Earth, And 1t 15 not to be quellioned , burnin Wrinee 


come to expliine rhis principle , by putting it into execution, fflueer 
will be but fevv that have eitares at preſent, but would be eicherhulſfedh, 
or made Wicked. 1 ſhall nor be fo urgent to preſs youtomiflfill b 
Chriſt, by afferring and owning the Truth contrarykothis, oven c 
does nor 2nly oppole Trurh, bur Propriety , and here todenyCuliſad de 
would be to deny your Selves, bam: 
2. Chrift requires you to own and defend him in his Menhſeſpiſe 
and amonglt theſe, the chief of them, and ſuch who moſtfallupf 4, 1 
way , the Vinifters ; I ſay , that deſpiſed , ab;e& , oppreſſed inilfylsof 
men, the Miniſters ; whom the wo:ld would make Antichrifinince ( 
ſo deprive them of Heaven, and alſo firip chem of that. poot rang Gon 
derof their Maintenance , and fo allow rhem no portionupmiſhgrea 
Earth, We may now ſpare that diftin&ion of Scandalous Minikglinaye 
when it 1s even made Scandalous ro be a Minifter, And as fortiifpheref 
diſcouragements in the Courts of the Luv, 1- ſhall onely noteiflll;a 
that for theſe many years laſt paſt, ir h1s been the conſtant obſeraiſilenc 
of all, that if a Miniſter had a Cauſe depending in the Coun,Wat Cl 
was ten to one bur it went againlt him, 1 cannot believe youlſindpru 
juftles- our the Goſpel ; bur if it be thus uſed to undermine (uihere & 
oJ 
of 
ll 
The"! 


'1n his Servants, beware thar ſuch Judgements paſſed upon ther Ka 


not fetch down Gods Judgements upon the Land ; and chat forlihe 
abuſe of rhe Law, Chrilt does not in anger deprive both you ailiue 
of tts Vie. (My Lords) I make no doubr, 6s you will meet Wikerh 
many Suires in your Courſe, in which the perſons we-ſpeako ll 
concerned, as it is eafie to Prognolticate from thoſe many woniſFtwes| 
ritions preferred againſt rhem,for which rhe well-affe&ed Pennant 
will one day receive but ſmall Thanks from the Court of Henepinds: 
however their Cauſes ſpeed in yourTribunals, kno.v that (briflunipad his 
will recognize them in a greater, And then what a different fuznaced 
be put upon things ! When the uſurping, devouring Nimrudll pier 
World ſhall be caſt with ſcorn on the left hand : And Chit men 
ſelf in that great Conliftory ſhall daign to Rep down from hisTiny fanfu 


rf ng 


SIf 2] 
Oppoſt 
VE Noth 
'&, 
ut Wheg | 
Cution, th 
eltherh 


/0u (0 «y 
this; Vit 


denyC 


s hp 


falling 


reſſed li 
chnſlix 
Poot \ 


10N UN 


s Mink 
d asfort 
ly note 


© obſery 


JUL | H . . . 
oy] rip | Ul: Feher,l will that there be now a diſtintion made be-- 


| (19) 
1 noſe Out a pool deſpiſed Miniſter , and as it were taking him by 
" reſenc him to , and openly thus confeſs him before his 
here is a poore ſervant of mine, that for doing his 
for keeping a good conſcience , 2nd refiifying my. 
iticall pretending age, was W:ong'd, trood uron; 


he hand , P 
Father; Father, 
"1 r impartially , 


on ſuch as have owned & confeſſed me with the loſs of the world,: 
thoſe that have denyed , perſecuted and irf.lred over me-: Ic 
|| be in vain then to come and creep for mercy : and fay,Lord , 
ndid we inſulc over thee ? when did we fee thee in our Courts , 
{ deſpiſed or oppreſſed thee ? Chriſts reply will be then quick and 
an: Verily in as much as you did it to one of theſe little , poo”, 
dſed ones, ye did it unro Me. 
2, Uſe is of information,to ſheiv us the danger as well as the baſe- 
eG of a daſtardly Spirit z1n.aſserting the intereſt and truth of Chriſt. 
ace Chrilt has made a Chriſtian courſe aWarfare, of all men livine, 


SCGrard is the moſt unfit ro make a Chriſtian: whoſe infamy is ner 


ereat , but it is ſomerimes leſs then his peril}. A Coward coes nor 
Wlnzyes ſcape vith diſgrace , bur ſometimes alſo he loſes his life: 
erefore let all ſuch know , as can enlarge their conſciences like 
nd call any finfull compliance ſubmiſſion, and iyle a Cowardly 
wcein Chrifts cauſe, diſcretion and prudence;l ſay let them know, 
ut Chriſt will one day ſcorn them, and ſpit them with their policy 

prudence into Hell ; and rhen ler them confulr how politick they 
7 for a temporall Emolument, to throw away Erernity. All th:c 
aſes men to deny Chriſt , icis eicher the Enjoyments , or the miſe- 


Wis of this life: but alaſs at the day of Judgment all theſe will be ex- 
Wired,and as One well Obſerves, what are we the bercer for pleaſure, 
Wnte worſe for ſorrowgwhen it 1s paſt ? but then ſinne and guilt will 
(WMltll freſh, and Heaven and Fell will be then yer to Begin. If ever 


ties ſezſonable to preach Courage in the deſpiſed , abuſed cauſe of 
ank,it 1s now,when his truths are Reformed into no:hing,when the 


eneWiands 2nd hearts of his Faithfull Minitters are weakned,& even broke, 
ad his Worſhip extirpated in a mockcry, that his honour may be ad- 


raced, Well,ro eſtabliſh our kearrs in duty, ler us beforehand pro- 


, FE poſeto our ſelves the worſt rhar can happen; Should God in his jvdg- 


tent ſuffer E:g/ard to be transformed into a MMurferg Should the 
lctfull be every where Maſſacredz<hould the places of Learning te 
2 cerolithed, 
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fn TR rerals of Heaven, Curſed be that man, that for any of tl jap 


( 20 )) 


demolithed , anc! our Colledoes reduced(not only s Crean 
would have 1t) to Three, bur to noneg Ye: afluredly Fell sy 
then all this, and rh1s 1s the Portion of ſuch as deny Chriſk whe 
ler our diſcour1oements be what they will ; loſſe of Places le 
{tares, loſs of Life and Relitions: :yer (ll this f. ntence ſtands ahh 


deſert the truth , and deny his Lord, 
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x King, 13. ch. 33, 34 V+ 


her this thing Jeroboam returned not from his evill wa 


| iut wade again of the loweſt of the people Priefis of the 
High places : whoſoever wonld he conſecrated him, and be 


became one of the Prieſts of the High places, 
ud this thing became fin unto the houſe of Jeroboem , 


wen 10 cut it off, and 10 deStroy it from off the face of the 
Farth, 


. Wh Eroboam ( from the name of a yum become rhe cha- 
| rager of impiety ) 1s reporred to Poſteriry as emi- 
F nent,or rather notorious,for two things; Uſurparion of 
| Government,and Innovation of Religion. 'Tis confeſ- 
M ſed,the former is expreſly ſaid to have been from God 
Mine God may Order,and Diſf oſe,whar he does nor Apeaioncing 
the wickedneſs of men while he forbids ic; the deſign of the Firſt 
\ Wiſe does nor excuſe the malignity of the ſecond : And therefore 
Þ:ddrancement and Scepter of Jeroboam was in that Senſe onely 
Wevork of God, in which it 1s ſaid, 3 Amos 6. that there ts no evil 
Ji City which the Lord has not done. Bur from his attempts upon 
© We Cinill Power, he proceeds to Innovate Gods Worſhip ; and from 
WW bjeQion of mens Bodies and Eſtates to enſlave their Conſcien- 
$; 3 knowing that true Religion is no freind to an unjuſt Title. 
- 60 was afterwards the way of Mahomet, ro the Tyrant to joyne 
WJ mfottor ,” and what he had gor by:the Sword ro confirm by the 
Wore ; raifing his Empire upon two Pillars, Conqueſt, and Inſpi- 
og. Feroboams being thus advanced, and thinking Policy = beft 
2 ay, 
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ſhall kill me, and goe again unto Rehoboam King of 


MH 


(2) 
Piety, though indeed in nothing ever more befooled ; thenyy, 
fin being nor onely to defile, bur ro infatuace; In the 11, þ 


the 27. v. he thus argues ; If this people g8e up to due Savin, 
houſe + the Lord at Jeruſalem, cher al the FS of Fenn mb 
again unto their Lord, even unto Rehoboam Kirg of oo yl Le 
and goe udah, sf. Ca 
ſhould have ſaid, The true Worſhip of God, and the cone 
thoſe thar uſe it, diſpoſe men to a confiderate,laiwfull ſubjet $7 h 
therefore I mult take another courſe : my Proſe multnocholeÞ? 
chan my Ticle ; what vas won by Force mult be concinued bye... 
ſion. Thus fn 1s uſually ſeconded with fin: an4 a man ſeldogey 
mits one {inne to pleaſe, bur he commits another to defend link 5 
As *tis frequent for the Adulrerer ro'commit Murder , to conctyi I 
thame of his Adultery, Pur let us ſee Feroboams politick proca 
in the next ver. Whereupon the King took, counſel, and mat: tm(ui,, 
of Gold, and ſaid unto them, þ is roo much for you to got upto eli | 
lem; behold thy Gods,O Iſrael. As if he had made ſuch an bid. 
Feroboam, by the advice of m y Conncu, conſidering the great FI a 
the Temple, and the great charges that poor people are put to incu 
ther ; as alſo the intollerable burden of payirg the firſ-fruity antral 
the Priefl, have' conſidered of a way that may be mare eaſi , tall 
burthenſome to the people, as alſo more Comfortable to the Pdf, 
ſelves ; and therefore ſtritty enjoyne , that none henceforth preſmvullh 
paire to the Temple at Jeruſalem, e ou ſimce God u mind 
place or form of Worſhip 3 AS alſo nod de Mevotion of then an 
to be clogged by ſuch Ceremonies ; therefore both for the eaſe o thy 
ple, as alſo for the advancement of 'Religion, we require and 6 
that all henceforth pex#laforbear going up to Jeruſalem, Quelln 
theſe, and ſuch other Reafons rhe Impolor uſed to infinute hviferes: 
vout Idolatry, And thus the Calves were ſer up, to whic\Wgi 
mult be ſacrificed ; the God and the Sacrifice our of the ſamek 
And becauſe Iſrael was not to recurne tro Egypt , Egypt wasdit 
backrothem ; that is, the Egyprian way of Worſhip, the 4u, 
Serapis, which was nothing bur the Image of a Calfe , or On, 
clear from moſt Eiftorians. Thus Feroboars having procured 
plego4s , the. next thing was to provide Prieſts., Hereu,avi 
Calves he addes. a Commiſſion , for the approvirg , rin, Wh 
mitring the Raſcality and. loweſt .of the people ro minfleruy 


1 


the nuns; ſaric'! ſuch as kept Cattel , with a little change of their Office? 
IT, coa,zf 5 a{mitred to make Oblations ro them. And doubtleſs beſides 
Merit; the pprobarion of theſe, there was a Commiſſion alſo, to ejed ſuch of 
rp nf... Prietts and Levites of God, as being roo Ceremoniouſly addiaed 
ih, al the Temple, would not ſerve Feroboam before God, nor worſhip 
b, As up; Calves for their Gold, nor approve thoſe two glittering fins for 
- Comet) rexſon of State whatſoever. Having now perfe&ed Divine 
ject Morkip, and prepared both Gods and Priefts , In the nexc place , 
"otbebaaſ. he might the berrer teach his falſe Prieſts the way of their new 
ved by ſorſkip, he beginnes the Service himſelf , and ſo countenances by 
eldoge q ;cxample, what he had enjoyned by his command, in the 1.2. of 
fend link chapter, And Feroboar ſtood by the Altar to burne Incenſe. Burning 
0 conciſe Tacenſe was then the Miniſterial Office amongt them, as Preach- 
ck pron is now may, us. So that to repreſent you the nature of Fe- 
de tor fume Aion : It was, as if in a Chriſtian Nation the chief Go- 
' #p11 roar ſhould authorize and encourage all the ſcumme and refuſe of 
tepeople ro Preach , and call them to the Miniſtry , by uſing to 

e015 WSad, and invading the Miniſterial Fun&ion himſelf. But Fere- 
Ss reſted nor here, but while he was buſie in his work , and a Pro- 

/"S« immediately ſent by God declares againſt his Idolatry ,: he en- 

; 0W@rrours to ſeize upon, and commir him , in the 4. v. He held forth 
bad from the Altar , ard ſaid Aay hold of him. Thus we have 
"Snconpleating his ſine, and by a ſtrange Impoſition of hands per- 

" Wuting the trueProphers as wel as ordaining falſe.Bur it was a natu- 
Wrrahcion,and no wayes wonderful to ſee him that ſtood affronting 

"od wich falſe Incenſe in the right hand, perſecute with the lefr,and 

"I the Idolatry of one Arme v 1th the Violence of the other. Now 
FF felay all theſe things together, and conſider the parts, riſe , and 
-— Wxrees of his ſine, we ſhall find, that it was not for nothing, thar 
"Woiric of God, ſo frequently, and bitterly in Scripture Rigmatizes 
perſon : For ir repreſents him , firſt incroaching upon the Civil 
-Wrnment,, thence changing that of the Church , debaſing the 

Wiice that God had made ſacred 4 introducing a falſe way of Wor- 

'P", deſtroying the right, And in this we have a full and fair de- 

" *"opuon of afoul thing ; that is, of an Uſurper, and an Impoſtor : 
(9 ueone word more comprehenſive than both , of Jeroboam the 


7 "of Nebat mho made 1ſrael to finne, 
Z From 


(4) 
From the Story and PraRtiſe. of Jeroboams We might out; "m_ 
Obſervations. ; , 
I. Thar God ſometimes pumſhes a Notorious ſine, by ſsffermiyy Nas 


wer to fall into a worſe. ; w 
Thus God puniſhed the Rebellion of the Iſraelites by penink | 7 
. p preac 

them to fall into Idolatry, 


der pretence of Religion, Hg 
Certainly otherwiſe a Golden Calfe could never have beau 
either the CbjeR, or the means of Divine Worſhip, | 
3. Sin, eſpecial'y that of perwerting Gods Worſhip,as it law ap] 
pon the Soul, ſo it perpetuates a blot upon the Name. 7 
Hence nothing ſo frequ2nt, as for the Spirit of Godto ond 
wicked, irreligious Kings , by comparing them to eAhaborie 
am. It being uſuall ro make the firſt and mott emmentinaylnf, 
not onely the Standard for Compariſon , bur alſo, the Rule « ih, 
prellion. | 
Bur I ſhall inſiſt onely upon the words of the Text, and wig 
be drayvn from thence. There are two things 1n the words than; 
ſeem to require Explication. | 
I, What 1s meant by the High places, 
2. By the Conſecration of the Prieſts, 
I. Concerning the High places. The uſe of theſeintheDn 
Worſhip was generall and ancient; And,as D:ov/ins Veſſui oe 
in his Notes upon Moſes IMaimonides , tne firlt way that wasuk 
long before Temples wereeirher builr, or thought layfull, Tie 
{an of this ſeemes to be, becauſe thoſe places did not ſhut up, aſk 
fine the Immenlity of God, as they thought an houſe did ,andii 
all gave bis Worſhippers a nearer approach to heaven by thelth 
Hence we read that the Samarirtanes worſhipped upon Mount Wh 
zim, 4 Joh.20.v. And Samuel went up to the High place roſin 
1 Sam. 9.14. And Solomon facrificed at the High placcin4 
1 K:g. 3.4. Yea the Temple ir ſelfe was at length bulty 
Mount or High place, 2 Chr. 3. 1. You will ſay then, Why are0\$ Fo 
places condemned ? I anſiver, that the uſe of them wasnudpOp 1,' 
demned, as abſolntely and alwaies unlayfull in it ſelfe, buralF 2, 
rer the Temple was{built , and that God had profeſſed t pu 1, 
Name in that place, and no other : * Therefore what was lil ſhah 


Þ 


2+ There 1s nothing ſo abſurd but may be obtruded upon the Ing "te pr 


(5) 


on BNR tice of Samueland Solomon before the Temple was in being , 
\ F oxnvdereſtable in Feroboars , {ince it was conſtituted by God the 
ECT | mely place for his Worſhip. To bring this Confideration ro the 
| ines of Chriſtianity, Fecaule the Apoliles and Primitive Chriſtians 
' Petninnf--xched in houſes, and had onely private meetings, in regard they 
| mere under Perſecution, and had no Churches ; this cannot warrant 
e Vino} te practice of thoſe nov adaies , that preferre Houſes before Chur- 
2nd a Conventicle before the Congregation. 
ebeenz} ,, For the ſecond thing, which is the Conſecration of the Prieſts, 
: ſeems to have been correſpondent to Ordination in the Chriſtian 
, Idolaters themſelves were not fo farre gone, as to ven- 
reupon the Prieſthood without Conſecration and a Call. To ſhew 


leave 


d to pl che Solemnities of this would be tedious , and here unneceſſary : 

4-01 onfje Hebrey word which we render to Conſecrate, ſignifies to fill the 

5 ad, which indeed imports the manner of Conſecration, Which was 
edi 


Ine by filling the hand : for the Prieſt cut a peice of the Sacrifice , 
nd put it into the hands of him that was to be conſecrated ; by 
ich Ceremony he received right to Sacrifice , and ſo became a 
Ffieft. As our Ordination in the Chriſtian Church , is ſaid to have 
kn hererofore tranſacted by the Biſhops delivering of the Bible 
mo the hands of him that was to be ordained, whereby he received 
\Þorer Miniſterially co diſpenſe the Myſteries contained in it, and 
_ } was made a Presbyter. T hus much breifly concerning Conſe- 
1165 OVBWration, 

at WSUS Thereremains nothing elſe to be explained in the words I ſhall 
ll, TietBWherefore now dravv forth the ſenſe of them in theſe two Propo- 


d wha 
:d5 chan 


t up, 00ffrons, 

d ,ant"ll 1, The ſureſt means to ſtrengthen , or the readieſt to ruiu the Civill 
Lhcli0W oper, is exther to eſtabl3ſh, or deſtro y the Worſhip of God inthe right ex- 
Mount Wire of Religion, 

(0 OR 2, The next, and moſt effeftuall way to deſtroy Religion, is to Embaſe 
:cin Git Teachers and Diſpeneers of it. 


\ builtup 
Yhy arect 
was 10d 
but one! 
d to pu 
2s anvil 


Of both theſe in their order. | 

 Firtheproſecution of the former we are to ſhev, 

1 The truth of rhe affertion, thacr it is ſo. 

2, Thereaſon of the aſſertion, why and whence it is ſo. 

1, Forthe truth of it, it is abundantly evinced from all Records 
def Divine and I'rophane Hiſtory, in which he thar runs may m_ 

| E 2 the 


— —— 
MOT io cnct ey —cavet> - 


Ro. 0 


Date Ln 5b 


oO G9 


(6) 


he ruine of the State inthe DeftruRton of the Church, md, þ4 
only portended by it as irsSigne,bur alſo inferred from it,zinc 


2. For the Reaſon of the point it may be drawne 


t.From theJudiciall proceeding of God;the Great Kino oy! 


and ſupreme Ruler of the Vniverſe; who for his commandgishl 
carefull, but for his Worſhip Jealous, And therefore in Stu 
ouſly irreligious , by a ſecret and irrefiſtable power , countem 
their deepelt ProjeRs,fplits their Counſells,and ſmitestheirny 


fined Policies With fruſtration and a curſe: being reſalvedthn 


Kingdomes of the wo:ld ſhall fall dovn before him, eitherin hi 
doration, of their owa confuſion. 


2, The reaſon of che do&rine may be drawn from the neceſlyÞ® 


pendence of the very Principles of government upon Religi,! 
th1s 1 ſhall purſue More fully. The great Buſineſs of governmeni 


procure obedience,8& keep off disobedience: & the great ſpring : 


which thoſe rvo move are Rewards and Puniſhments anſyeny 
rio ruling affeRions of mins mind, Hope and Fear, For finceth 
a naturall reluRancy between the Judgment and the Appetir, 
former A wit 18 honelt, the latter what 1s pleafing,n 
tivo qualific 


honeſt alſo praticable,they muſt be firl reprefented defireable 
cannot be bur by propoſing honeſty clothed with pleaſure; ad! 


it preſents no pleaſure to the ſenſe, it mult be ferchr from the of 


henſion of a future Reward, For queſtionlefs duty moves notſo 
upon command as promiſe, Nov therefore rhat which propels 


oreareſt,and molt ſurable rewards ro obedience, 8& the greneltraſ 
& pumiihments roDiſobedience,doubcleſs is the moſt likelyroa 


one , and prevent the other, Pur it is Religion that does this, 

to happineſle and miſery joynes Eternity. And thele, fuppoln 
Immortality of the ſoul , which Philoſophy indeed conjedurs] 
only Religion proves,or (which is as good) perſivades; I faythd 
things, eternill happineſs & erernall miſery,meering With ape 


ations ſeldone concurre in the ſame thing, and wi 
. . . . q 4 
mans deſigne in every Aion 1s delight - therefore to rcn!e tif 


on that. rhe ſoul is 1mmortall,are without controverſy of all teal? 


farſt rhe molt defireable, & rhe latrer the moſt horrible co hutat 
prehenſion. Were it not for theſe, Civill government were nd 
itandbefore the prevailing ſwing of corrupt nature,»hich" 

no Honeſty but Advantage,no Duty bur in Pleaſure,not any 


(7) 


1, anda, Lig on Will, Were not theſe frequently thundred into the under- 
- oy of men , the Magiſtrate might ena, order and proclaime, 

oO oclemations might be hung upon Walls and Poſts , and there they 
Wiohe hang, ſeen and deſpiſed, more like MalefaQors then Lawes :Bur 
hen Religion binds the upon the Conſcience,Conſcience will either 
ade or certify MEN Into their praftice. For pur the caſe a man 
x, and that upon ſure grounds,that he might doe an advantagious 
urder or Robbery,and not be diſcovered, what humane lawes could 
der him, which he knowes cannot infli& any penalty , where they 
amake no diſcovery? But Religion aſſures him, that no fin, though 
ncealed from humane eyes , can either eſcape Gods fighr in this 
p:1d, or his vengeance in the other, Pur the caſe alſo, ch:t men 
aked upon Death without fear, in which ſenſe ir 1s nothing , or ar 
it very lictle; ceafing while 1t is endured , and probably withour 
lin;for 1t ſeazes upon theViralls and benumms the ſenſes,and where 
eisno ſenſe , there can be no pain. I ſay, if while a man is ating 
will cowards fin , he ſhould alſo thus a& his reaſon , to deſpiſe 
th, where would be the terror of the Magiſtrate, who can neither 
xen or inflit any more? Hence an old Malefator in his Executt- 
, 2 the Gallowes made no other confeffion bur this ; that he had 
7 jocundly paſſed over his life in ſuch courſes , and he that would 
for fifty yeares pleaſure, endure half an hours paine, deſerved to 
2a worſe death then himſelf : queſiionleſle this man was not 1gno- 
x before, that there were ſuch things as lawes , affizes, and Gal- 
Wes, but had he conſidered - and beleived rhe Terrors of another 
jd, be nyght probably have found a fairer paſſage out of this. 
there was not a Miniſter in every Pariſh, you would quickly 
L cauſe to encreaſe the number of Conſtables: And if rhe Churches 
we not imployed to be places to hear Gods Law , there would be 
ed of them ,to be Priſons for the breakers of rhe Lawes of men. 
ace tis obſervable that the tribe of Les, had nor one Place or Por- 
Wncogether like rhe reſt of the Tribes:bur becauſe it was their office 
@Uſpence Religion, they were diffuſed over all the Tribes,that chey 
call tx be continually preaching to the reſt ,, their dury ro God, which 
"molt effeQuall way to diſpoſe them ro Obedience to man : for 
ape ft truely feares God cannor deſpiſe the Magiſtrate. Yea ſo near 
Wile connexion berween che Civill Rate. and the Religious , thac 
Wnaoore , 1f you look upon well regulated, civilized, heathen Na- 


rions, 
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tions, you will find the Goverment and the Preiſthood Nithh'þ ol 


ſame Perſon : Anim Rex idem hominum, Phebique Sacerdy, 1. 
e/En. If under the true worthip of God 5 Melchiſedech bi iF 
lemgand Prieſt of the moſt high God, Heb. 7, 1. And aftexy i 


(whom as we acknowledge a Pious,foAtheiſts themſelves wilt 
to have been a Wiſe Prince) he , when he took the King Gol 


ment upon himſelf , by his own choice, ſeconded by Diieig 


rion,velted the Preiſthood in his brother Aaron; both whoſe coli 


ments were ſo coupled , that if Nature had nor, yer their Relw 

nay their civill Intereſts, would have made them Brothers.Anlx 

once the deſigne of theEmperour of Germany, Maximilian 

to have joyned the Popedome and the Empire rogether, dy} 
oor himſelf chooſe Pope, and by that meanes derived the Pay 
his ſucceeding Emperors. Had he effeRed it, doubtleſs there ny 
not have been ſuch ſcuffles berween him and the Biſhop of my 
civill Intereſt of the State would not have been undermined þ 
Adverſe Intereſt , mannaged by the ſpectous and potent pretene 
of Religion. And to ſee even amongſt us, how theſe to areuy 


how the former is upheld by the lacrer : the Magiſtrate fone 
cannot doe his own office dexteroufly , bur by a&ing the Mink 


hence ir is, thar Judges of Afſize find it neceſſary in their Chay 
uſe pathericall diſcourſes of Conſcience , and if it were not f 
ſway of this , they would often loſe the beſt Evidenceinthe y 


againſt MalefaRors , which 1s Confeſſion : for no man would offld 
and be Hinzed here,but to avoid beingDamned hereafter.Thui 
in generall ſhewn the utter inability of the Magiſtrate toatanfſ 
End of Goverment, without the Aid of Religion. Bur it mb 


replyed, that many are not at all moved with arguments drm 
hence , or with the happy or miſerable Rate of rhe Soul after & 
& therefore this availes little to procure obedience,and conſeqe 
to advance Goverment.I anſwer by conceſſion ; that this is tnet 


picures, Atheiſts, ſome pretended Philoſophers, who have fill 


Notions of a Deity,and the Souls immortaliry;but the Unprepd 
on the one hand, and the Welkdiſpoſed on the orher, who batt 
ther make much the major part of the world,are very apt tobe 
with a due fear of Theſe things: & Religion accomodating it {eſt 
Generality, though not te every particular temper, ſuffeientlyi 
Government,in as much as that ſtands or falls according'totheR 


our of the Multicude, And whatſoever Conſcience makes the( 
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Wit glcy obey;00 L11At Prudence will make the reſt conforme. Wherefore, 
ras, Tu Bpring proved the dependance of Government upon Religion , 


b ki $4 Gull now demontirate , Thar rhe fafery of Governement de- 
wars Mts won the Truth of Religion, Falſe Religion 1s in 1ts na- 
ill eniſce che greateſt bane and deſtruftion ro Religien-in the world, 
ingly olihe reaſon is, becauſe whatſoever is Falſe,is alſo Weak. Ex and YVe- 


in Philoſophy are the fame : and fo much as any Religion has-of 
ey, it loſes of trength and exiſtence, Falkry It gains Authority 


cir Relenliel from Ignorance, and therefore is in danger tobe known ; for 
ers.An{riffhn Being falſe, the next immediate ſtep is'to be:Known'to be ſuch. 
where what prejudice this would be to the Civill Government , is ap- 
7, andit©fent, if men ſhould be awed into Obedience, and afftighred from 
the Powffflhy Rewards and Puniſhments, propoſed to-rhem in ſuch a Religi- 


there nf which afterwards ſhould be dere&ted, and foind a meete Falfitie, 


p of me Cheat ? For if one part be bur found to be falſe, it will make the 
mined Wiffleſulpicious. And men will then not onely caſt off Obedience to 
t PretenceÞCivill Magiſtrate , bur they will doe ir with diſdaine and rage, 
vo are uns hey have been deceived fo long. , and brought to doe that out of ' 
te ſomenſplcience which was 1mpoſed upon them 'out of Defigne: For 
the MinkſÞeh men are ofren willingly deceived, yer ſtill ir muſt be under an ' 


1r Chargſſaon of being inftruedgrbough they love theDeceprion,yer rhey 


e not irally hate 1; under thar ?ppearance : Therefore it is no wayes ſafe 
inthe ſÞMegittrate,vho is ro build bis Dominion upon the Fears of men, 
Would adfald thoſe fears upon a falſe Þ eligion. *Tis-not to be doubted , 


er, This! 
e tO tran 
It mayhe 
; drawn 


heablurdity of Ferobeams Calves , made many Iſraelites turne 
aro Rehoboams (Government, that they might be Proſelyres to 
Religion, Herein the Weakneſſe of the Turkiſh Religion ap- 
 tiat it urges C bedience upon the promiſe of ſuch abſurd Re- 


1] after ſy as that after death rhey ſhould have Palaces, Gardens, Beourt- 
| conſeqaÞWomen, withall the Luxury rhar could be: as if thoſe things | 
s is rredWitere the occafions; and incentives of Gn in this world, covld be 
ave (ilrgnevards of Eolinefſe in the Orher. Fefides many other inventi- 
Ynprepdfþ falſe, and abſurd, that are like ſo many chincks and holes ro dif- 
tho botiugſer the rotrenefſe of the whole Fabrick , when God ſhall be plea- 
to bedeF@one lizht-ro diſcover , and open their reaſons to-difcern them. 
10 1t ſel Jou will ſay , W hat Government more: ſure and abſolute rhan 
eiently knfſlurkiſh, and yer whar Religion more falſe ? Therefore certainly 
to the Jenment may Rand ſure and Rrong, be the Religion profeſſed ne- 


kes the | ver 


Gon rn . 


echoed 
ap * 
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ver {o abſurd.I anſver,that it may doe ſo indeed by Accidnwyb þ, 
the [trange peculiar temper, and grofle ignorance of a peoyle; 


ſee it happens ia the Turks, the beſt part of whoſe Policy, is 
che Abſurdity of their Religion, is this,- that they prokibirly 
of Learning ; for this hinders Knowledge, and Diſputes, whiz 
a Religion would not bear. Bur ſuppoſe wee , that thelem 
theſe Weſtern Nations were as great there as here, and the} 
as common to them as the Bible ro us , thar rhey might hawk 
courſe to ſearch and examine the flawes and follies of it, andni 
that they were of as inquiſitive a temper as we: And who 
bur as there are viciflitudes in the Government , ſo there nuyh 
the ſame alſo in the temper of a Nation. If chis ſhould comet 
where would be their Religion > And then let every one yh 


whether the eA reanalmperir. and Religioms would not fall of 


They have begun to xotcer already; for, ahomer, having promit 
come, and viſit his Followers , and tranſlate them co Paradiſe 


thouſand years, this being expired, many of the Perſiars beomlfl; 


doubt and ſmell the cheat, rill che Mufri or cheif Prieſt old 


chat it was a miſtake 1n the figure, and aſſured them , that upmnſſÞþ 


diligent ſurvey of the Records , hee found it two thouſandin 


of one, Whenthis is expired , perhaps they will not be bleu 


new the Fallacy. I fay therefore, that though this Goven 


continues firme in the Exerciſe of a falſe Religion, yet thisis Wiſe 
cident, through the preſenr genius of rhe people, which may daſ® 


bur this does not prove, bur that the Nature of ſuch a Relig 


which we onely now ſpeak ) tends go fubvert and betray the 
Power. Hence achiavel himſelf, in his Animadverſions up 


©y, makes it appear , that the Weakneſle of 7raly , which ws 
ſo ſtrong, was cauſed by the corrupt praSiſes of the Fama | 
praving, and miſuſing Religion to that purpoſe , which 
himſelf a Papiſt, ſayes could not have hapned , hadtheCit 
Religion been kept in its firſt, and native ſimplicity, Thusmud 
ſuffice for the clearing of the firſt Propoſition. | 

The Inferences from hence are two. 


zi 
he 


I. If Government depends upon Religion , then this benny 


peſtilential deſign of thoſe thar atrempr to disjoyn rhe Civilal 
cleiiaſtical Intereſts, ſerring the latter wholly our of the Tut 
the former. Bur *cis clear chat the Fanaticks know no otheri 


(71) 
ccidenttnlÞ #he Maoiliracy Dutt chrough the ruin of the Miniſtry, There 1s a great 
People; vr 0zy beriveen the Body Natural and Politick ; in which the Ec- 
olicy, (oyFeaical or Spiritual part , jultly ſupplyes rhe part of the ſoul; and 
rohibirſyGe riolent ſeparation of chis from the other . does as certainly infer 
tes, width & difſolurion,as the disjunRtion of the body and the ſoul in the 
nal .uczl;for when this once deparrs,1c leaves the Body of the Comon» 
nd the AlaSeilch 2 carcaſs,noyſom, and expoſed to be devoured by Birds of Prey. 
bt hve Miniltry will be one day found according to Chriſts word , the 
it , ndnighht of the e47th,the Only ching char keeps Societies of men from flench 
d Who nf corruption. Theſe rwo Intereſts are of that nature,rhar *cis ro be 
re may hnffed chey cannot be divided , but they will alſo prove oppoire ; 
d comeny not refting in a bare diverſity, quickly riſe into a Contrariery : 
| Wo are ©o the State, what the Elements of Fire and Water 
t fall roche Body, which united compoſe, ſeparated deftroy ir. I am not 
18 promil{ſÞhe Papilts Opinion, who would make che Spiritual above the Ci- 
aradife ft tree in power as well as dignity, bur rather ſubjeR it ro the Ci- 
ans ben; yer thus much I dare affirm , rhar rhe Civill , which is ſupert- 
eſt toldtieſh is upheld and kept in being by the Eccleſiaſtical and inferiour ; 
hat uponn{ic is in a Building, where the upper part is ſupporced by the lower; 
ouſandin& Church reſembling the Foundation, which indeed is the lowelt 
but the mot confiderable. The Magiſtracy cannot ſo much pro- 
mafſ{ibe Miniſtery, buc che Minifters may doe more in ſerving, the 
thisis hWſgiſtrate, A caſt of which crurh you may take from rhe Holy War, 
h may daÞich how faſt and eagerly did men goe , when the Prieſts perſiva- 
| ReliogWthem, that whoever dyed in that Expedition wos a Martyr ? 
ray the (oſ chat will not be convinced whar a help this 1s to the Magiſtra- 
ons uy Would find how confiderable ir is, if they ſhould chance to claſh, 
ch wdſs would certainly ear out the other. For the Magiſtrate cannor 
ovedience upon ſuch porenr grounds, as the Miniſter , if ſo di- 


1 ſeg can urge diſobedience. As for inſtance, if my Governour 
the ChnfWWþd command me to doe a thing , or I muſt dye , or forfeir my E- 


us mud; and che Miniſter Reps in, and cells me, rhar I offend God,and 

my ſoul, if I obey thac command ; it's eafie to ſee a. greater 

e1nthis perſivaſion from the advantage of its. ground. And if 

is hnWvnes once begin ro cr ſe eros , we ſhall ſee that, Levi can uſe the 
Yivil adds well as Simeon 35 and although Miniſters doe not handle, 

16 Tuco) can employ ir. This (hewvs the 1mprudence, as well as the © 

ocherfiPaedf the Civil Magiltraces exaſperating rhoſe that can fire mens « 
Þ - CON» 


(42) | 
| conſciences againſt him, and arme his Enemies ich Reliow:yþ teſa 
have read hererofore of ſome, that having conceived an irrecmoyqubli 


hatred of the Civil M:giftrate, prevailed wich men fie, | 
| 4 they went to reliſt himeven our of conſcience , and afull windy 
| || and dread upon their ſpirits , thar not todoe 1t were to delett(anat 
ts 1. | and conſequently to incurre damnation. Now when tre y 
11-7 both heighrned and ſanQtified by Conſcience, the War yiſlhe 
} | for what 1s done out of Conſcience, is done with the utrio Mine! 
i And then Campazella's Speech ro the King of Spain will ke 
bl true, Religio ſemper vicir, prefertin Armata: Which ſentetie 
a. th4 tertouſly ro be confidered by all Governouts, and rxinely robo 
jk fiood,leſtit comes to be Fetr, | 
j | | - 2, If the ſafety of Coverninetit ts founded upon the trithriſ i 
l [{1| tigion, rhen this ſhews the danger of any thing that rhiy milf 
if | | the true Religion ſuſpeRed to he falfe. To be falſe,and toberingÞ®5 
3}! falſe, 1s all one in reſpe& of men , who act not accordingto If 
4 MY bur Apptehenfion. As onithe contrary, a falſe Relision, while 
Bi | hended rtue, has the force and efficacy of truth. Now thewkÞ 
| HP thing more apt to induce men to a fuſp1tion of atiy Religian, 
If | frequent innovation and change : For ſince the ovject of Rey 
1% FR ih [7 God, the ſubje& of ir, the ſoul of man, and the buſriefle o it) 
i. 7 J1000 is alwayes ohie and the ſame: Variety and Novelry.s ayuliyt 
| Tall ption of Falfity : Ir argues fickrteſs and diftempet 1 the ii 
þ $i0d! well as tn the body, when a man 18 continually turnins adi 
| RE] $I from one ids to the other, The wiſe Rom» tis ever drcidedtif 
| | | Innovation in Religion : Fence we find the advice of M 
110 eAnugaſtas Ceſar in Dion Caſsius in the 52 Fook, where het 
Wl him to detelt, and perſecure all Innovators of divifie Worlll 
11 onely as contemners of the Gods , but as the moſt feriieivagy.” 
ſi! | bers of the State: For when men venture to make chargt8\bn 
Ig ſacred , ir argues great boldneſs with God, and this naturallſu 
W ' lictle belief of him : which if the people once perceile i 
; (288 $110 . Lake their Creed alſo, not from the Magiſtrates Lav, bur hizd 
| Tk  Pencein Ezg/azd, where Religion has been fttll Purifyng, 
| 


-, —— I _— A— = 


[Hil upon almoſt alwaies in the Fire and the Furndce; Atheilis, Wil 

\'" vious perſons have took no {mall advantage from out cllihe 
Th a” | 4a q ors ie 
ith in King Edward the fixts time , the Divine- Worſhip i! 
| alreed 11 rwo new Liturgies, In the firſt of Queen H#®! 
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toe hr Religion WaSperſecuted with-Fire and Faggot , by Law and 
- ny WT nckel, of 04 ſame perſons . who had ſo lately eſtabliſhed 


fo fir, 3 1pon 


a full pling 


the coming in of Queen Elizabeth, Religion was changed 
in, and Within a few dates the publick Council of the Nation 
ade ic death for a Prieſt to convert any man to that Religion,which 


oe relheſore wich ſo.cauch eogemmek of Zeal had been reſtored. Sothar it 
l 


Will bee ; 


Nene Woo 
[Ty f vl. - | '$ . 
Yeo fog to blaſpheme, and call our Religion Statiſme : and now addin 


he cath 


May maket 


t to beth 


ding to, 
1, Wit 1 \ E S E 

ng debate them by 1mpartiall Reaſon, by the Nacure of the thing , 
eocnerall Praftiſe of the Church; againſt which New Lights, ſud- 


W they 
liven, 
& of Relg 
fle 6 it;] 
5 a jultpit 
the nnd 
an ad 
: idedt! | 
of Mithi 


 bſerved by an Author , that in the ſpace of twelve years there 


 Mhcrefour changes about Religion made inEngl/and,g that by the pub- 


Council, and Authority of the Realm , which were morg than 
remade by any Chriſtian ſtate rhroughourt the world in fifteen 


nared years before. Hence ir is that the Enemies of God take oc- 


the former, thoſe many changes thar have hapned ſince, ] am afrai 
ſhall never be able ro claw off that. name; Nor, though we may 
ihe our own conſciences.1n what weprofeſſe , to repell and cleare 
{the objeRions of che rational world about us, which not being in, 
ed in our Changes as we are,will not judge of chem as we judges 


1s Impulſes,of the Spirit, Extraordinary (alls, will be bur weak ar- 


unents to prove any thing bur the madneſfſe of thoſe that uſe them, 


Ithatthe Church muſt needs wither , being b/afed with Inſpirat 1- 

We ſee therefore how fatall and ridiculous Innovations 1n the 
urch are: And indeed when Changes are ſo frequent, it is not 
wperly Religion, bur Faſhion. This ] think we may build upon as 


lueground ,' that where there is continuall Change, there is Un- 
Snanty, and Uncertainty in Religion, is a ſuſficient reaſon, if not.to 


Wy; yer to doubt of its Truth. 


if, 1Þus much for the firſt Do&rine , J 


- i 4 


& | 


proceed now ro the ſecond, 
That the next , and moſt effeflnall way to deſtroy Religion , is to 
| Naa Teachers and Diſpencers of it, In the handling of this 
ts How the Diſpenſers of Religion , the: Miniſters of rhe Word, 
e embaſed or .rendred vile. | 


4 


| 2, Haw the Embaſing or Vilifying them;is a means to deſtroy Re- 


\ 1,Forthe firſt of theſe, the Miniſters and Diſfenfers of the Word 


tndred baſe or vile two.waies, 


F 2 1, By 
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1. By develling them of all Temporall Priviledges, wk} k 
cages, as incontiſtent with their Calling. Ic is ſtrange fincecherh 0% 
Othce heretofore was alvaies Splendid, and almoſt Reval hi; $0 
nov looked upon as a piece of Reltgion, to make it low wha 
So thar the uſe of the word Mrarfter is brought down to the (mikh 
ton of it,4 Servant:for nov to ſerve and tro miner ſervile mim 
r1all, are termes equivalent. Bur in the Old Teſtament the (men 
Henihes a Prieft, and a Prixce, or 'tcheif Ruler : hence, thowjn 
tranſlagfues it Prieſt of On, 41 Gen, 45-.and Prieft of Mika," 
Exod. 1, and, as it is with the People ſo with the Prieſt , 1441, 
nIus and Tremeiins render all theſe places not by Sacerdes, Pre \if 
by Preſes, that is, a Prince, or at leaſt a chief Counſellou, o 
nifter of State, And iris ſtrange , that the Name ſhould 
ſame, when the Nature of the thing 1s fo exceeding differen, WF. 
Itke alſo miy be obſerved in other Linguages, chat the moſt]li 
ous Titles are derived from things Sacred,and belonging tothe 
ſhip of God. Sicar& it was the Title of the Chrilia({aff 
correſpondent to the Latine Azg»ſtus , and it 1s devel from! 
ſame word that oifeaque,c w/trz,ves ſicra, or ſacrificiuy, And itil 
1n our Language to make Sacred an Epithere to Maſt: thee 
certaine Royalty in things Sacred. Hence the Apoſtle , wholtig 
was no Enemy to the (implicity of the Goſpel , ſpeaks of 1 
Prieſthood, 1 Pet.2.9. which ſhews ar leaſt. that there is no anf*® 
diction or impiery in thoſe tearmes. In 014 rime,before thepl 
thts office onely in the Line of Aaron, the Head of the Famly,at 
Firſt-borne offered Sacrifice for the reſt, that is, was their Pri 
we know that ſuch Rule and Dignity belonged art firſt tote) 
of Families, 4hasthat they had Fus vite & neces , jurifdrata 

po'ver of Life and Death in their own Family $ and from hen! 
derive the Beginning of Kingly Government ; a King beugi 


DO 


a Civill Head.-or Maſter of a Politick Famity , the whole Peoplp 
thar we ſee the ſame was the Foundation of the Royall and val 
call Dignity. As for the Digmiry of this Office among the jok 
is ſo pregnintly ſer forth in Holy Wrir , that it 1s Unqueiudl 
Kings and Prieſts are fill mentioned together, in the 2 Lama. 
Lord hath deſpiſed in the indignation of bis Anger , the ot | 
Prieſt, 5 Hoſea 2, Hear,O Prieſts, and give ear,O houſe of 
17 Deu:, 12. eAnd the man that does preſumptuonſiy , and ol 


(15) 
s, ad ph henken 0 the Prieft that landeth there to miniſter before the Lord thy 
ce thetwgf 14, 97 110 the Fuage, even that man ſhall dye, Hence Paul, together 
6011] Ne ; ith a blow, received this Reprehenfion, Ait. 5.4» Rewileſt thos Gods 
ow ak BybFrief? And Paul in the next verſe does nor defend himfelfe, 
0 the fly pleading an extraordinary Motion of the Spirit , or that hee was 
le ng;;abfencio Reforme the Church, and might therefore lawfully vilifie the 


thetand Yiethood. and all Sacred Orders ; but inthe 5. v. he makes an ex- 


on 1 nd that from Ignorance, the onely thing rhar could rake away 
of Min W fault namely,thar he knew not that he was the High Prieſt,and' ſub- 
24 I, ns 2 reaſon which further advances the Truth here defended : - 
dos Drigh i 1 1s 97 1tte np o0# ſhalt not ſpeak evil of the Ruler of thy people. To © 
lour voy Wric we might adde the Teſtimony of Foſephugof next Autho- 
| ſhot} Wy to it in things concerning the Jews , who in ſundry placesof his 
ferent, # ory; ſers forth the Digmcy of the Pricſts, and in his ſecond Book 
pin} Appiton the Grammarian, he has theſe words, wry  apgpr- 


e molt Illdgt*,"" ghee: . 

—_— LLCUET $]4noav , the Prietts were conltituted 
b/" Gl idees of all doubrfull cauſes. Hence J»fire alſo in his 36 Booke 
reel hag $this, Semper apud Tudees mos fuit, ut Eoſdem Reges & Sacerdo- 


lwerent: though this 18 falſe,thar-they were alwaies fo, yet it ar- 


And itis1f 

hy Fab $that they were ſo frequently,anJ that the diftance berween then 
Whol regret, To the Jeivs we may joyne the Fgyprtizns , the firſt 
ve of 5 pes of Learning and-Philoſophy, Syneſzs 'in; his 57 Fpilt, ha- 


p ſheen the generall Praftiſe of Antiquity, 5 #aal oe61@ nveſ- 


1510... ' - x 

je rhepl w 39 iepta;]s x; xpi]&5s, gives an inſtance in the Jews and E- 
—__ whofor a many Ages, 4a? 5f/ igghur iGa(1ned roxy, had no 
ir Pri (Kings but Prieſts, Next we may take a view of the: PraGtiſe- of 


Romans : Nama Pompilias, that civilized the fierce Romans , is 
ated in the 1, Book of Livy, ſometimes ro have performed the 
els Office himſelf; Tx Sacerdotibus creardis animum adjecir, 
| in ipſe plurima ſacra obibat, but when he made Prieſts, hee 
* them a dionity almoſt the ſame with himſelf. And this honour 
Wed rogerher wich the Valour and Prudence of that Nation. 
lot the Succeſs of theRomans did nor extirpate their Religion. The 
nf "Le of thePrieſts being in many rhings exempted even from the 
W<-iion of the Senare,afrerwards the Supream Power, Hence F- 
#10 fs 2.$ar, mentions the Prieſthood of ars,as one of the moſt 

hourable places in Rome. And Ful.Ceſar,vho was choſe Pricft in his 
and ol nty;thought it nor below him to continue the ſame Office hen 
| he 
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' Sceprer, as well as his Golden Cenſer. Burt why have I oo 


(16) 
he was Created abſolute Governour of Rome under the Uames 

peruall DiRator. Adde to theſe the Practiſe of the Gautirwb. þ 
ned by Ceſar in his 6. Book de Bello Gallico, where he mu 
Druides, who were their Prieſts, rhat they did judge de anlyth * 
comroverſis publicts privatiſque. See alſo Homer in the wh 
of his lads repreſenting Chryſes the Prieft of Apollo with his(, x 


all cheſe examples of the Heathens ? Is it to make theſeaguyliÞ®" 
our Imitation ? No , but to ſhev, that the givi 
Prieſthood, was a cuftome Univerſall amongſt all civilized 
And whatſoever is Univerſal, is alſo Natural , as not being jw” 
upon compaR, or rhe particular humours of men , bur flows 
the Native reſulrs.of Reaſon: and that which is Natural, nee”. 
nor can oppoſe Þ eligion. Bur you will ſay, this concernes ng? 
have an exprefle Rule and Word revealed. Chriſt was himſe 
and deſpiſed, and wirhall has inftitured ſuch a Miniftery, Toi 
part of this Plea I anſwer ; That Chriſt cameto ſuffer, yetthe 
ings and miſeries of Chrift doe; not oblige all Chriſtianstounks 
che like, For the ſecond, That the Miniſtery of Chriſt wasloy, 
ſpiſed by-his Inſtitution, I utterly deny. Ic was fo indeed 
malice and perſecution of the Heathen Princes ; but.wix dll 
argue or inferre for a low, deje&ed Miniftery in a flouriſhing 
which profeſlſes to encourage Chriſtianity ? But to daſh rhsgil 
read bur the praiſe of Chrittian Emperours and Kings all day, , 
from the rime of Conftantixe, in what reſpeR, what ns | ” 
dour they treated the Miniſters , and then let our adverſaiespnifiy 
their puny , pitrifull Arguments for the contrary , againlt 
nerall, clear, undoubred vogue and current of all Antiqur 
for two or three littie Countries abour us, the Learned -andiny 
will not value their praQtice ; in one of which places the 
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| has been ſeen. for meer want to mend ſhooes on the Saturn... 


been heard ropreach.on the Sunday. In the other place,;ſtx 
ſeverall orders of the Citizens, they place their Miniſters tt 
Apothecaries ; that is, the Phyſician of the Soul after the Infffi@e 
of the Body : a fit pratice for rhoſe , who if they weewlih, 
Lies 4 as well as Perſons , would place their Religion dinau 
Trade, [1 
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* Aadthusmuch concerning the firſt way of Debaſing the Miniſters 
4 li way is by admitting Ignorant , Sordid, Illirerate 
«ons cothis Fun&tion. 1 his is to give the Royall {tamp to apiece 
[2xd, I confeſſe,God has tio need of any mans Parts, or Learning ; 
« cetcainly then, he has much leſſe need of his Tenorance , and 11l 
&viour, It is a ſad thing when all other Employments ſhall en 
themſelves into the Mimiftery : When men ſhall repair to it, not 
Preferment , but Refuge ; like MalefaQors , flying to the Altar 
jely-to ſive their lives ; or like thoſe of E/y's Race, t Sam. 2. 36, 
x (hould come crouching , and ſeek to be pur into the Prieſts Of- 
s, that they mighr eat a piece of Bread: - Heretofore there was 
quited ſplendour of Parentave ro-recommend anv one £6 the Priett- 
W, 3s Joſephus Witneſſes in a Tfeatiſe thar he wrote of his ovne 
iſe ; where he ſayes, to have right to deale in things Sacred, was a- 
moſt rhem accounted an argument of a Noble and Illuftrious De- 
wt, GoJ would not accept the Offalls of other Profeſſions. Doubs- 
ſe maty rejected 'Chrift, upon this thought , thar he was the Car- 
mers Corue , who would have embraced him, had they known him 
have been the Sofihe of David, The pteferting undeſerving per- 
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$ to this great ſervice, was eminently Feroboams Sin ; and how 
fwbnams prattiſe :n offence has been contumued amongſt us in ano+ 
=y Kf ouiſe, 18 not wniknoVn + For his not Learning unqualified men 
tapprobation tothe Minifiery ? Has not Parts and Abilicies been 


wed Enemies to Grace, 'and Quialitics no wayes Minifteriall ? 
les Friends, FaQtion, Well-meaning , and little Underſtanding, 
mebeen Accompliſhments beyond Study and the Univerfity ; and 

life a flory of Converfion, beyond pertinent Anſwers and clear 

JJutions ro the hardeſt and molt concerning Queſtions. So thar 
ktets have been brought 16 this palſe, that 1f a man amoneft his 
Wes tad fy blind , or digficuted', he laid him aſide for the Mi- 
Merv, ahd ſuch a one was preſently approved , as having a morti» 
# Conntenance, Tn ſhort, it was a fierie Furnace, that often ap- 
Droffe, and rejeted'Gold. But thanks be to God , thoſe Spi- 
d Pickedieſſes are nov diſcharged from their high places, 


Wititns, that many fuſhied into the Miniſtery, as being the onely 


Us that they could profeſs , withdithiferving an Apprentiſhip. 
acealſo we have had th&ſe that could Preach Sermons, but nor _ 
| fen 
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blows thar has been given to the Miniſtery. 
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fend them, The reaſon of which is clear, becauſe the Workwyſ 
rings of Learned men might be borrowed , but not theirkii 
Had indeed the Old Leviricall Hierarchy Kill continued, ingky 
was part of the Miniſterial Ofhce to flay che Sacrifices, todew 
Veſlels, to ſcoure the Fleſh-forks , ro {weep the Temple, wah 
the filch and rubbiſh co che Brook Kidrong no perſons living hall 
fircer for the Miniſtery , and to ſerve in this nature ar the 4h 
Bur fince it is made a labour of the mind ; as to inform mens 
ments , and move cheir atfe&ions, co reſolve difficulc places 
pture, to decide and clearoft Controverhies , I cannot ſee hong 
a Burcher, Scavinger, or any other ſuch Trade , does at all qui 
prepare men for this work. Bur as unfit as rhey were, yer 
a Way for ſuch into the Miniftery, wee have had almoſt all $1 
full of gibes and ſcoffs ar Humane Learning. Away with van 
loſephy, with the diſputer of this world, and the enticing wrdav' 
wiſdome , and ſet up the fooliſhneſſe of Preaching , Te f i 
che Goſpel : Thus Divinity has been brought in upont 

Humanity; by forcing the Words of the Scripture from the ſal 
and then haling them to the worſt of Drudgeries, to ſer a Js Iiffiaat 
»um upon Ignorance and ImperfeRion , and recommend Na 
Weakneſs for Supernaturall Grace, Hereupon the Ignorant ba 
rook heart to venture upon this great Calling , and inſtead of a 
their way to It, according to the uſuall courſe , through the Kniifi 
ledge of the Tongues, the Study of Philoſophy, Schookdiviny,Wta 
Fathers and Councils,rhey have taken another,and a ſhorter Cuſt 
having read perhaps a Treatiſe or two #por theWeart, the bruiſed li 
the Crums of Comfort, Wollebius in Engliſh, and ſome ſuch othetnſſſle 
Authors, the uſuall Furniture of Old Womens Cloſets, theyilynn 
ſer forth as accompliſhed Divines, and forthwith they preſent una 
ſelves to the Service ; and there has nor been wanting Jerooamni 
willing to conſecrate. and receive them, as they to offer them 


And this has been one of the mol? farall , and almoſt irrecoi y 
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And this may ſuſfice concerning the ſecond way of Enliigae 
Gods Miniſters ; namely, by entruſting the Miniſtery with roi 
learned, ill-bred Perſons, ſo that what Selomoy ſpeaks of a Provnthur 
che mouth of a Fool, the ſame may be ſaid of the Afimftery 
chem, thar it is like a Pearle 1n a ſwines ſnout, - 338 
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now to the ſecond thing propoſed in theDiſcuſſion of chis 


is Wivirine, Which is £0 ſho'v, how the Embaſing of che Miniſters tends 


the deftruRion of Religion. 

This it does tO WAYES, : . | 
'Þ becauſe ir brings them under exceeding ſcorn and contempt ; 
Wien lernone think Religion ic ſelf ſecure : For the Vulgar have 
i {ch Logicall heads, as, to. be able -ro Abſtra& z ſuch ſubtile 
: Wecencions, as.co ſeparate the Man from the Miniſter, or to.confider 
& ne perſon under a double capacity , and ſo honour him as a 
Wrice, while chey deſpiſe him as a Poor. Bur ſuppoſe they could , 
Agions cannot diſtinguiſh as Conceprions doe, and therefore e- 
$7 A of Contempt tr {irikes both , and -unavoydably wounds the 
ifery through the ſides of the Miniſter. - And wee muſt know , 
#the leaſt degree of Contempt weakens: Religion, becauſe it is ab- 
gely contrary to the nature of it, Religion properly conliſting in 
werentiall Eſteem of things Sacred, Now that which in any. mea- 


noe weakens Religion will at length deſtroy it -. For, the weakning 


aching is onely a partiall deſtruStion of ic. Poverty,and meaneſle 
ol condicion ic expoſes rhe Wiſeſt to ſcorn, ; it being naturall for 
| to place their efteem, rather upon things Great than Good ; 
alithe Poer obſerves that this Ife/rx &* Paupertas has nothing in-it 
iincolerable than this , that it renders men Ridiculous. - And 
nl bow eaie and naturall it is for Contempr to paſle from the Per- 


ivinirWtathe Office, from him that ſpeaks. tothe thing har he ſpeaks of, 


neticace proves, Gounſell being ſeldome valued ſo much for the 


ſel fk of the thirig , as the Credir of. him that gives it. Obſerve an 
x nffelent paſſage ro chis purpoſe in the 9 BG 4bg Wee have an 
b 


no (oof a little coy with few men in it, beſieged by a Great and 
age King ,) and inthe 7 5, v. we read , that there was found n 12 14 
wenn, and be by his Wiſdome delivered the City, A worthy 


r thetMeemaeed, and certainly we may expe& thar ſome honourable Re- 
ecoenyence ſhould follow ir;a Deliverer of his Country,and that in ſuch 


gle, could not but be advanced : but we finde a contrary event 
We nec words of the ſame verſe, Tet none; remembred that ſame 
Lag ww? Why ? what ſhould be the reaſon ?,- Was ;he_ not aman 
pans and Wiſdome.? and is not Wiſdome honourable ? Yes , bur 
ws por : But was he not alſo ſuccesfull as well as wiſe ? True ; 
Wl ke 94s poor; And once grant Fug,and you cannot keep off thar 
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freeze Jerkin, and tattered cloathes , certainly he would uns 
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unavoydable ſequel in the next verſe , The poor maniniliaMit ni 
ſpiſed, and his words are not heard, Wee may believeity wth 
mon Word, Wwno Was Rich, as well as Wiſe, and therefore 
force of boch : and probably had it not been for his Rigg, 
Queen of Sheba would never have came fo farre onelytohmy 
his Wiſdome. Obſerve her behaviour when ſhe came, 
on the hearing of Solomons Wiſdome , and rhe reſolution «hy 
Queſtions ſhe expreſſed a jult admiration, yet when Sol 
ward ſhe\y her his Palace, his Treaſures , and the Templenfiid 
had builr, 1 Kg. 10.0.5.v.1t 15 ſaid , there was no-one ſpirit 
What was the cauſe of this ? certainly che magntficence, t| 
and ſplendour of ſuch a Structure: it {truck her intoanÞi 
yond his wiſe Anſwers. She eſteemed this as much above hi 
done, as Aſtomiſhment 1s beyond bire Admtration, - Sheds 
his Wiſdom, bur the adored his M1gnificence. $0 apt-is themiyſa 
ven of Wiſeperſons, to be ſurpriſed with the ſuperficies; 6a 
ance of things, and value , or undervalue Spitituals , di 
the manner of their Externill Appearance. When'Ciraiil 
fule, the ſubſtance: ſeldome'long ſurvives ; Cloarhes 'ire't 
£ne Body, yet take aivay cloathes , and the Body will dye.” I 
o»ſerves of Remulxs, that being to give Laws to hisnW 
mans, he found no better way to procure an efteem-and 
ro them, bur by firlt procuring it ro himſelfe, byſpleidairl 
and Reunue, and other fgnes of Royalty. - Arid thewiſeN 
fucceſſogtook the fame courſe to enforce his Religious 
by giving the ſame Pomp to the Prieſt who was todifpenblths 
Sacerdotem creauit , inſigmque eum Vefte , & Curuli Rigra|uongadu 
mavity That is, he adorned him with a rich Robe, anda run 
of State. Andinour }Judicatures rake away the TrvumpsW 
ler, the Attendance, and the Lordſhip, hich would be ww 
ſtice Naked,as well as Blind , the Law would loſe much oth 
and conſequently of its Authority, Ler- the Minifler'beal 
law ,, his intereſt inconfiderable , the- Word will uiffet for 
The Meſſage will till find reception according tothe Digunannaln 
Meſſenger. Imagine an Ambaſſadour preſenting hinmſelte winyoit 


ſmall 2 udience, his Embaſy would ſpeed rather according wu 
Meaneſs.of him that brought. , than the -Mazeſty of Tunnel 
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with, Be. citcre alike with the. Ambafladours of Chriſt, the People will 
eircfpecten Audience according to their-Preſence, A notable exampl e 
core nhich me have in the Behaviour of ſome to Pay! himſelfe, 1 
Ris, Wrt0.10-0, Hence in the Jewiſh Church it was cautiouſly provided 
to kn te Lay, that none that was blind or lame, or had any remarkable 
Thin his body, was capable of: the Priefily Office: becauſe theſe 
n Ch oos naturally make a perſon contemned , and this preſently refleas 
col en the Function, This therefore is the firſt way by which the 
olewkidy. deſpiſed condition of rhe Miniſters , tends to the deſtruQion of 
e ſpire Miultery and Religion : namely,becauſe it ſubje&ts their perſons 
ce. thelflcam,and conſequently their Calling: and it is not imaginable thar 
an FirdWanill be. brought roObey whar they cannot Efteem. 
ove bis The ſecond way by which it rends co the ruine of the Miniſte- 
She. ans, becauſe it diſcourages men of fir and raiſed Abilities from un- 
5 theniylſſauling it. And certaine1t 1s , that as the Calling dignifies the 
65, or diffi, ſothe man much 1nore advances his Calling, As a Garment , 
,accordhiffiueh it yarmes the Body,it has a returne with an advantage, being 
Circ more warmed by ir. And how often a good cauſe may miſcarry 
{fe to6lſfbout a wiſe mannager , and the Faith for want of a Defender, is, 
il dye,” ta leaſt may be known, "Tis not the Truth of an Aſſertion , bur 
-his ney Will of the Diſputane that keeps off a baffle ; nor the Juſineſſe 
2nd te Cauſe, but the V alour of the Souldiers that muſt winne the Field. 
id fin 2 Learned Þ a/ was converted, and undertook the Miniſtery, 
rife Nidipp'd the mourhes of thoſe that ſaid, None bur poor, weak Fiſh- 
(Lawn Preached Chriſtianity , and ſo his Learning filenced the ſcan- 
Jifoentl 2well as renothned the Church. Religion placed in a ſoule 
14 ſdiGoquifit Knowledge and Abilities, as in a Caſtle, it finds not 
| a rofl fabication bux Defence. And what a Learned Forrein Divine 
par/ ne the Engliſh preaching, may be ſaid of all , Plus eſt in Artifice 
bm Arte. Somuch of moment is there in the lrofeflors of 
llate,ro deprefſe, or raiſe the Profeſſion. Whar is ir that kept the 
ken of Rowe Rrons,athlerick, & Alouriſhing for ſo manyCencuries, 
oe wappy ſucceſſion of. rhe-choiceſt Wirs engaged to her ſervice 
laable preferments? And what ſtrength doe we think would that 
fe WARD the True Religion , that is able thus roeſtabliſh a Falſe ? 
ould Won in a great meaſure lands or falls according to the abilities 
ordins We that afſerr it : And if, as ſome obſerve, mens Deffres are u- 
moth} #8 large as their Abilities , what conrſe have we took to __ 
S 8 f ; Ou 7 L378 
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freeze Jerkin, and tattered cloathes , certainly he woulg wane 


(20) 
unavoydable ſequel in the next verſe , The poor maninilly 
ſpiſed, and bis words are not heard, Wee may believeirg 
ons word, who was Rich, as well as Wiſe, and theteforslyy 
force of boch : and probably had it not been for his Rida, 
Queen of Sheba would never have came fo farre onelytoh 
his Wiſdome. Obſerve her behaviour when ſhe came, Thy 
on the hearing of Solomons Wiſdome , and the reſolution «hy 
veſtions ſhe expreſſed a jult admiration, yer when Solow 
ward (heyy her his Palace, his Treaſures , and the Templemfidi 
had built, 1 Ki2g. 10.0.5.v. 1t 1s ſaid , there was no-mire ſpin 
Whar was the cauſe of this ? certainly the tnagntficence, top 
and ſplendour of ſucha Structure: ir truck: her intoan-bmiiiſe 
yond his wiſe Anſwers. She efteemed this as much above his ite 
done, as Aſtoniſhmenr is beyond bwre Admiration, Sheadufj 
his Wiſdom, bur the adored his M1gnificence. So apts thenj 
ven of Wiſeperſons, to be ſurpriſe] with the ſuperficies, of diſt 
ance of things, and value , or undervalue Spitituals , acid 
the manner of their Fxternill Appearance. When 'Ciraith 
fule, the ſubſtance: ſeldome'long ſurvives ; Cloarhes 'irenojuſuo 
the Body, yet take away cloathes , and the Body will dye." I | 
obſerves of Remulns, that being to give Lavvs to hisnFN 
mans, he found no better way to procure an 'efteem-and tore 
ro them, bur by firlt procuring it to himſelfe, by{plendurl 
and Reunue, and other Genes of Royalty. - Arid thewiſe ul 
fucceſſogtook the fame courſe to enforce his Rel igiousLaw 
by giving the ſame Pomp to the Prieſt who was to dives: 
Sacerdotem creauit , inſignique eurm Vefte , & Curnli Riga [way 
yavity That is, he adorned him with a rich Robe, anda rofl 
of State. Andinour Judicarures rake a\vay rhe Trvmpa; ma 
ler, the Attendance, and the Lordſhip, v hich would be wes 
ſtice Naked,as well as Blind , the Law would loſe much ofwRamu 
and conſequently of its Authority, Let-the Miniſter beat 
lIw , his intereſt inconfiderable , the Word will fiifferfor Wl 
The Meſſage will till find reception according tothe Dignt 
Meſſenger. Imagine an Ambaſſadour preſeriting himlelte 


þ 


ſmall 2 udience, his Embaſy would ſpeed rather according w'® 
Meaneſs.of him that brought , than the - Majeſty of ul | 


ie Bt millfare alike wich che, Ambafſadours of Chriſt, the People will 
chem Audience according to their-Preſence, A notable example 
which. we have in the Behaviour of ſome ro Pax! himſelfe, 1 
10,10.9, Hence in the Jewiſh Church it was cautiouſly provided 

the Lay thar none thar-was -#1:»d or lame , or bad any remarkable 

6 in his body, was capable of: the Prieftly Office: becauſe theſe 

«ror naturally make a perſon contemned , and this preſently refle&s 
m the Function, This therefore 1s che firſt way by which the 

ii, deſpiſed condition of the Miniſters , tends to the deftruQtion of 
Mimtery and Religion : namely,becauſe it ſubjeRts their perſons 
{carm,and conſequently their Calling: and it is not imaginable that 

Endo will be- brought roObey what they cannor Efteem. 

i; 2, The ſecond way by which it tends to the ruine of the Miniſte- 
is, becauſe it diſcourages men of fir and raiſed Abilities from un- 
raking it, And certaine1t 15, that as the Calling dignifies the 

rdifin, othe man much more advances his Calling. As a Garment , 
Wfuoh it warmes the Body,it has a returne with an advantage, being 
more warmed by ic. And how often a good cauſe may miſcarry 

hout a wiſe mannager , and the Faith for want of a Defender, is, 

& leaſt may be known, 'Tis not the Truth of an Aſſerrion , bur 


o his ep Sill of the Diſpurane that keeps off .a baffle ; nor rhe Juſineſſe 


and terſe Cauſe, but the V alour of the Souldiers thar muſt winne the Field. 
54106 iffien 2 Learned Þ a7 was converted, and undertook the Miniſtery, 
iſe NdWopp'd the mourhes of thoſe that ſaid, None bur poor, weak Fiſh- 
witWoen Preached Chriſtianity , and ſo his Learning filenced rhe ſcan- 

WW 3vell as ftrengthned the Church. Religion placed in a ſoule 
014 (UG aqui e Knowledge and Abilities, as in a Caſtle , it finds not 
ol Habitation bus Defence. And what a Learned Forrein Divine 
mp; the Engliſh preaching, may be ſaid of all , Plxs eſt in Artifice 
be toll” eArte. So much of moment is there in the Lrofeſſors of 
itiog,co depreſle, or raiſe the Profeſſion. Whar is it that kept the 
vr be jun of Rowe Rirong,athlerick, & Aouriſhing for ſo manyCenturies, 
For for WWlibe happy ſucceſhion of rhe-choiceſt Wirs engaged to her ſervice 
Nolifeiitable preferments? And what ſtrength doe we think would that 
to the True Religion , thar' is able thus roeſtabliſh a Falſe ? 
$01 na great meaſure ftands or falls according to the abilities 
"ye that afſert it : And if, as ſome obſerve, mens Deſires are u- 
ly 8 large as their Abilities , what conrſe have we took to —_ 
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the former,that we might engage the latter to our afſifiance,) 


6 
have tooke all wayes to affrighr and diſcourage Schollars fit 

ing towards this ſacred calling: For will men lay out there! 
Judgment, upon that employmenr,for the undertaking of wig 
will be queſtioned ? Would men not long fince have ſpur W" 
ſome dayes and watchfull nights in the laborious queſt of ld 
preparative to this work , at length to come and dance attend 
approbarion from a Juntto of Perry Tyrants , a&ted'by Paryal 
judice , who denyed Fitneſs from Learning , and Grace from 

lity 2 Will a man exhauſt his livelyhood upon Pookes , ali 
Healch,the beſt part of his life,upon Study,to be ar lengrh thn 
poor Village, where he ſhall haye his due precariouſly,and at: 
his own,and when he has ic,live poorly &contemprtibly upenit 
the ſame or lefle labour beſtowed upon any other calling, wail 
not only Comfort. but Splendor,not only Maintenance but Abi 
'Tis I confeſs the duty of Minifters to endure this conditi! 
neither Religion nor Reaſon does oblige either them toi 
or others ro Chooſe it . Doubtleſle Parents will not throw an 
towardneſs of a child,and the expence of Education upon Pull 
whoſe labour is encreaſed,and whoſe rewards vaniſhed,To cli 
promiting lively parts to contempt ; and penury in a deſpiſed af 
vV hat 1 1c els bur the caſting of a CAL Mos into the mud, ortouli 
Son upon the Altar 3 and inſtead of a Preiſt to make himaW 
Neither let any here reply,thart it becomes not a Miniſtenall ſi 
undertake ſuch a calling for reward? for they muſt know,thati 
thing to undertake it for a reward, and nor to be willing tount 
it withour on: 1t 15 one thing to performe good workes onlyullf 
may receive the recompence of them in Heaven' , & anothertiughi 
to be willing to follow Chriſt and forſake the world if theres 
fuch recompence. Bur befides,ſuppoſe it were the duty of val 
chuſe this calling in the mid'R of all its diſcouragements, 
dent governour,who knowes it to be his wiſdom as well as lis 
rake rhe beſt courſe to advance Religion,will not conſider mai 
but their praiceznort what they ought to doe , but what tiefi 
dogzand therefore draw over the bettqualified ro this ſerie 
ayes, as are moſt apt to perſivade and 1nduce men. own 
Temple with the Talleſt Cedars : and ſurely when God re 
defeRive, and the maimed for ſacrifice, we cannot thinket 
quires then for the Prieſthood, When Learning, Abiliug,® 
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inthe world forſake the Church., we may eafily foretell 


_ "BL. nine without. the gifr of Propheſy.And when ignorance ſucceeds 
mo way ncheplace of Learning , weakneſs inthe roome of Judgment, we 
ine of yi Miney be ſure, Hereſye and confuſion will quickly come in the roome 
hae tes Mifkeligion, For undoubredly there is no way ſo effeQuall to - betray 
et of © he Truth , as to procure it a weak Defender, 
© arcontv Wh Well:now inftead of raifing any particular Uſes from the Point.that 
y Pay "es been delivered, let us make a breif Recapitulation of the whole. 
race fouyorerament, we ſe depends upon Religion, and Religion upon the 
Rookes Encouragement of thoſe thar are to diſpence and aſſert it, For the 
10th thnd 'rrher evidence of which truths we need not travell beyond onr own 
7.2nd cory Waders; bur leave it to every one 1mpartially to Judge,whether from 
ly upon every firſt day, that our Religion was unſettled , and Church-Go- 
ine woulfferment ung out of Doores,the Civill Government has ever been 
bir Awletofix upon a ſure foundation. We have been changing even to a 
condirm-{orerd.The indignation of Heaven has been rolling and turning us 
em 46 nWpm ane form to another, till ar length ſuch a Gidoinefs ſeazed upon 
hrow a@ocament;charis fell ingp the very dreggs of SeRaryes,char;threat- 
von 1PuÞ an'equall ruin both rhe Miniſter and; Magiſtrate, And hoiv the 
J.To condhte hasSymphathized with rhe. Church,is appatent:For have nor our 


Finces, as well as our Preiſts bin -of the loweſt of the People ? Have 


Þ& Coblers , Draymen, Mechanicks Governed, as well as preached? 


My have not they by Preaching come to Govern ? Was ever thar of 

-.if (Wlm/1 More yerified, thar Servants have Rid , while Princes , and 
- -Mobles have gotie'oh Foot 2 Bur God has-bin pleaſed by a miracle of 
lic tO diffipate this confuſion and Chaos,and to give us ſome open- 
Ws, ſome dawnings of Liberty and Settlement. Bur noiv let not 


Vo rdly he will top our Liberty, till we reftore 


pſe that are to rebuild our Jeruſalem, thinke that the Temple muſt 
ile {aſt. For ifthere-be-fuch a thing as God; ands Religion, 
bether.men beleive it-or no, they'will one day tincind e, aſ- 
1s'Workhip. Be- 


Wit is a ſenceleſs thing in reaſon,to think that one of theſe Inter- 


: 


8 ca and withour the other, when in the very orderof Naturall 


Waſes, Government is preſerved by Religion. Bur to return to Fe- 
«ee with whom we firſt began, He laid the foundation of his Go- 


erm tin defiroying , though doubtleſs he coloured ir with the 


d rel 
nke thx 


ne of Reforming Gods worſhip : but ſee the iſſue. Confider him 


arſed by God ; maintaining his uſurped title , by continuall vexati- 
Be ous 


7: 


ous. Warres againſt the Kings of Judah; ſmote 1n his poſteriy, wh 
was made like the dung upon the face of the Earth, as low aw, 
thoſe Preifts whom he had imployed. Conſider him brandy off 
made odious to all after ages. And now when his Kinodone, a 
lorywas at an Endzand he and hisPoſterity rotting under orowdaſ 
> Name ſtinking above it, Judge what a worthy prize be my; 
getting of a Kingdome, by deſtroying the Church. Whew 


ſumm of all is this;to adviſe and deſire rhoſe whom it may coun 


conſider Feroboams puniſhment , and then they will have linkis 
to Feroboanes ſinne. 
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